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Dear Parents/Carers  

 
Another turbulent year has come to an end. I can proudly say –we did it! In spite 
of the obvious challenges, we have made good progress as a school in all aspects 
of the school’s life and I am very proud to be Balgowan’s  Headteacher! Thank 
you to all  staff, children, parents, LCM (Local Committee Members) and the trust, 
for their work, support and understanding this year.  
As communicated previously, from September the school will be returning to its 
normal pre-Covid operational practices and procedures, with a few exceptions, 
please see a separate letter emailed earlier.  
Children will return to school on Wednesday, 1 September. Once again, I would 
like to emphasise that children must wear the correct school uniform.  I have a 
big plea-please, let’s move away from supermarkets’ cardigans and jumpers and 
invest in better quality navy sweatshirts with Balgowan logo from the uniform 
shop (the National Schoolwear Centre in Bromley). There are several reasons for 
this. This year we have had an unprecedented amount of lost property to deal 
with. This is mainly due to the unnamed supermarket clothing; the more expen-
sive school sweatshirts with the logo tend to be better labelled and are better 
looked after by the children. We are keen to reunite owners with their lost property and have a good system in place (a huge thank you to 
Ms Wolfson). However we can not do so unless items of clothing are clearly labelled.  In addition we want to be a sustainable  school as 
much as possible. It is good to support local businesses too. Even though the uniform from the specialist shops is more expensive, the 
children do look smarter in polo shirts and sweatshirts with the school logo. I appreciate buying the correct school uniform and PE kit, 
especially with Balgowan logo, is yet another expense to worry about but it is a good investment which allows us to keep high standards 
of presentation. In addition, the PTA run ‘Nearly New Uniform’ sale on a regular basis, I am sure they will be able to help.  
 
School bags and water bottles should be brought to school every day as normal. We do prefer simple Balgowan book bags, especially for 
infant children, as these can be easily stored during the day. From September, children again will have their reading records going home 
and back. Please keep an eye on those.  
 
I am sending my best wishes to all the children who are currently isolating. I am very sorry, children, that unfortunately you had to miss 
the end of the school year with your friends and teachers. We have missed you! But let’s stay positive-there is a long summer holiday and 
a new academic year with fresh adventures to look forward to!  
 
This term we are saying good-bye to Mrs Elise Harris who is leaving Balgowan to have a baby. Thank you, Mrs Harris, for teaching 1NH in 
the past two terms and we are wishing you all the best for the future.  
 
This term we welcomed three new Midday Supervisors: Mrs Sheila Fitzgerald-Clarke, Mrs Siobhan Fell and Mrs Felicity Abbott. We are 
pleased how well they have settled and are now contributing fully to our busy lunchtimes.  
 
A big welcome to our new teachers: Ms Rachel Steinegger (Year 5) and Miss Jessica Burke (Year 4).  Both are ECTs (Early Career Teachers) 
who went through robust training and a tough recruitment process and can’t wait to start teaching their classes. Please see a little bit 
about them on page 3.  
 
I also would like to introduce Mrs Agnieszka Chodkiewicz-Sutcliffe-our new Forest School Lead. Mrs Chodkiewicz- Sutcliffe is a qualified 
Forest School practitioner, full of energy and enthusiasm both for working with children and working outdoors. We are very pleased with 
our new appointment. Mrs Cleveland, as usual, has been super helpful in passing all information and looking after Mrs Chodkiewicz-
Sutcliffe.  
 
Have a fabulous, well-deserved holiday.  
 
Best wishes  
 

I would like to thank parent, Francesca Brecciaroli for her wonderful photos 

of our sports day.  I hope you have had time to look at them as they are 

fantastic and a lovely memory of sports day.  Thank you Francesca! 
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Reception Dinosaur 

Workshop 
Reception children had a wonderful  

day of dinosaur activities at the begin-

ning of the month.  This included fossil 

hunting and meeting Sophie the dino-

saur in the afternoon! 

Summer Reading Challenge 2021 
This year, the Bromley Libraries Summer Reading Challenge theme is Wild World Heroes.  

To get involved, children need to read library books over the summer and collect stickers to 

complete a special poster.  It runs from 10th July to 4th September.   

For more information, contact your local Bromley library. 

 https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

Book Week 2021 
On book day the majority of the school came dressed as a 

character from a book that they had read. Not everyone 

chose to dress up but mostly people came dressed up as their 

favourite character from a book. We embraced the week as 

someone from a London theatre came to teach us a dance 

from the books we read from Guided Reading.  Our year (Year 

5) did a dance about Kensuke’s Kingdom. He was a great 

dance teacher and really helped us learn it even though our 

class had to do it very fast. 

The dance teacher taught the whole school throughout the 

week so we thank him for all the hard work he put in for us.  

Everyone who dressed up looked amazing! 

The rest of the 

school also enjoyed 

the dance work-

shops.  Reception, 

Years 1 and 2 creat-

ed a dance from the 

story Handa’s Sur-

prise, Years 3 and 4 

worked on the story 

The Kapok Tree and 

Years 5 and 6 used 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 

as a basis. 

Art Exhibition  
The children at Balgowan have been completing some artwork on the themes of diversity, community, local area and our school. The chil-

dren have created some really wonderful pieces of art and we are so impressed with the amazing talent of our children.  

 

We have been invited by Bromley library to display some of the artwork at the ‘Bromley Schools Community Art Exhibition’ which will be 

held over the summer holidays until 28th August 2021. Therefore, we will be displaying a selection of the artwork at the library for you to go 

and see. Please do go and visit if you have the chance to see a range of inspiring artwork from a range of schools across the borough.  

 

The exhibition is located on the first floor behind the main staircase in Bromley library on the Highstreet (next to Churchill theatre).  

Miss Nankivell—Art Lead 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Maths News 
Mathletics (for some children in Years 2 - 6) 
If your child already has a Mathletics log in, including for those who 
are Year 6 leavers, it will continue to be active over the Summer, so 
please do try to find some time for your child to use it! As well as pure learning activi-
ties, there are also games to play which practice mathematical skills. 
 
Summer holiday maths puzzles 
The Nrich website is posting a puzzle or game a day during the holidays on this 
link: https://nrich.maths.org/14882. Try and have a go at a few! 
 
Primary Maths Challenge 
Although the final was not able to take place this year, medals were awarded on chil-
dren's performance in the first round, back in November.  Balgowan's highest scor-
ing Year 6 pupils - Lewis, Dylan, Marley and Julian - who all scored 20 out of a possible 
25, were awarded bronze medals. 
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Forest School  
Families,  
Writing a last piece for the newsletter is very easy as I want to simply say 
THANK YOU to everyone who has supported me at Forest School. Thank 
you for the donations, your time and most of all your friendship.  
I plan to stay in touch with school and hope that some of the year groups 
will visit me at the centre,. Forest School is in good hands with Mrs Ling 
and Mrs Sutcliffe, please continue to support them.  Blue Skies 
Mrs Cleveland 

A Warm Welcome to New Staff 
My name is Aga Chodkiewicz Sutcliffe and I am your new Forest School 

Leader. I am passionate about the environment, nature and the children’s 

intrinsically motivated learning, which  flourishes in the natural surround-

ings. I hope that I will be able to initiate curiosity, love and care for living 

things in the students. I am also looking forward to meeting all the amazing 

volunteers who are supporting the sessions, whatever the  weather. I can’t 

wait to see you all.  Enjoy your Summer and see you in September.   

My name is Rachel Steinegger and I have the pleasure of teaching 5RS in 

September. I have been teaching in England in various roles since 2017, 

after returning from previously living abroad for many years, where I was 

also working in education. I have two children; my son attends a Bromley 

secondary school and my daughter has just completed her A-Levels.  

Mrs Sheila Fitzgerald-Clarke  

Mrs Siobhan Fell and Mrs Felicity Abbott 

Hi , my name is Jessica Burke and I am very lucky  to teach in year 4 in Sep-
tember. I have recently graduated from Roehampton University and I am 
very excited to begin my teaching career at Balgowan School. I have two 
German Shepherds and I like netball and dancing. Also, I am a black belt in 
Tae Kwon-Do.  

https://nrich.maths.org/14882

