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Dear Parents/Carers  

 

We are all eagerly anticipating the PM’s announcement on the next step of the national road map. Will we be able to go on our holidays? Will we be able 

to see our relatives abroad? And for me, as a Headteacher, what will the school look like in September? With the number of Covid cases rising again, we 

have taken a measured balanced approach to some wider school events. Being a parent myself, I know how heart-breaking it is not being able to visit 

your child’s Sports Day or School Leavers’ Assembly. These are precious memories that we want to cherish forever. However we must continue being 

cautious and follow rules which are currently in place.  Working within our strict risk assessments, the key school events, such as sports days and school 

leavers’ Assembly, are going ahead but we have put some restrictions in place which I know all parents will respect and follow. In addition, a quick re-

minder to all parents to please continue observing social distancing while dropping/ collecting children; continue wearing masks; avoid coming in into the 

school building and keep children off the climbing frame and trim-trail.  I am grateful for your co-operation.  

 

In spite of having to work under strict Covid restrictions, having to prioritise matters relating to  Health & Safety and having disruptions to children’s edu-

cation (a national lockdown and Y5 bubble closure), we have made good progress this year  in developing foundation subjects further, as outlined on our 

school improvement plan: computing, Art, D&T and PSHE. A lot of work has been accomplished in a relatively short period of time and the strong out-

comes from the latest NEST learning and teaching review (28 June 2021) are a testimony of that. I am particularly  pleased with the development of the 

school’s provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural education (SMSC).  PSHE (personal, social and health education) lessons play a big part in 

this. The NEST review showed that the content of the lessons is current and reflects our commitment to diversity and inclusion: SCARF programme allows 

teachers to use real life examples, pose big questions and offers self-reflection. Children across all year groups are learning about themselves and others, 

including race education; how to stay safe in real life and online; growing and changing; recognising feelings and emotions and others. The statutory RSE 

curriculum is now firmly embedded in our PSHE lessons. Safeguarding underpins various topics within RSE framework. Children enjoy lessons (as they tell 

me), especially when they ‘get to do role-play’!  

 

Looking forward to the next academic year, I am reminding all parents to ensure their children are wearing the correct school uniform, including a PE kit, 

as outlined in the school’s uniform policy. Please see an extract from the policy detailing items of the uniform further in the newsletter. Unfortunately 

standards of uniform and presentation have slipped in the past months, which is disappointing. Due to so many changes and challenges on our families 

this year, I have decided not to put additional pressure regarding uniform on parents at this difficult time. However, from September, every child will be 

expected to come to school wearing a correct uniform (e.g. not chino grey shorts or cotton grey trousers but grey school shorts/trousers and school black 

shoes not black trainers) and a sports kit (navy shorts and not leggings or Nike shorts or cycle shorts etc). Please invest in the correct uniform and shoes- 

the cardigans, school sweatshirts and polo shirts with the school logo make children look smart and ready for learning. If you have financial difficulties in 

purchasing new school uniform, the PTA will be able to help with their ‘Good as New‘ uni-

form sale.  

 

Sadly, Miss Snell, our experienced Year 5 teacher and a computing leader, will be leaving 
Balgowan at the end of this school year. Miss Snell has been a teacher at Balgowan for 21 
years. She has contributed to the education of many children throughout her teaching 
career.  They will all remember her with fondness.  I would like to thank Miss Snell for her 
hard work and contributions to the school within the years as a long-standing teacher and 
a school leader. Miss Snell shared the following message, ‘Dear Parents and Pupils, for 
more than 20 years it has been my privilege to be part of the Balgowan Primary School 
community. I am sad to say that I am leaving Balgowan and would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my heartfelt thanks to all the children and parents I have worked with 
over the years. I shall remember you all with happy memories and wish you all good things 
for the future.’ We wish her all the best for the future. 
 
Mrs Cleveland, our Forest School Lead, will also be leaving us to work full-time in an envi-

ronmental agency. She is a huge loss to the school and we have some big shoes to fill! Mrs 

Cleveland revamped the field Forest School resources and strengthened the outdoor learn-

ing at Balgowan. The Forest School provision is in a very strong place and this is down to 

relentless work and passion of Mrs Cleveland! A massive thank you to Mrs Cleveland, we hope to stay in touch; I am sure she will give us a helping hand 

from time to time. We are committed to continuing her legacy and are currently looking for her replacement. If you or somebody you know are passion-

ate to work with children and love outdoors, please check our FS lead advert and recruitment pack on the Bromley website.   

Maria Veysey  

Headteacher  

Book Week Dress Up day was a huge success with wonderful, 

creative costumes from children and staff! 
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New SEND Online Safety Hub  
NetAware have recently launched a new hub for parents of 
children with special educational needs, to support families 
with keeping their children safe online and to get the best 
out of their online experiences.  

  
The new hub includes top tips, 
activities and guidance. You can 
also sign up for a regular news-
letter. 
 
Find the hub at:  

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/send-online-safety-hub/  
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Buccaneers are Hiring! 
We are currently advertising for a Manager for The 

Buccaneers—our before and after school club.  If you 

think you may be interested please see the advertise-

ment on the Bromley website.  Click here to view the 

advert with further information. 

Value Token Winners  
All children have been working extremely hard demon-

strating the Balgowan values and earning tokens for their 

houses. The final results were very close and are as follows:- 

Discovery 1,134 tokens 

Victory     1,073 tokens 

Mayflower 1,094 tokens  

Endeavour  1,086 tokens 

 

All members of the winning house (DISCOVERY) will have their very own, special own clothes 

day on 14th July 2021 to recognise their achievements. 

 

Please continue working hard, displaying excellent behaviour at all times and demonstrating 

the Balgowan values in everything which you do. Tokens earnt between now and the end of 

term will go towards the 2021/2022 result.   Well done everyone! 

Reminders 
 Please can we ask parents/carers to be courteous when parking for drop off and pick 

ups.  We have recently witnessed some dangerous parking; blocking the road, where 

children are crossing and also illegally parked. 

 The current term’s curriculum newsletters are updated on our website every term.  They 

are saved under the relevant year group on the Curriculum tab from the home page. 

 Lost Property—Please can we remind you to label your children’s clothes and water 

bottles.  The unnamed lost property bin is overflowing with items!  

 If your child has vomited or has had diarrhoea, they need to stay at home and not return 

to school for 48 hours from the last episode. Thank you for your understanding. 

 End of year reports will be sent to parents via parentmail on Thursday 15th and Friday 

16th July. 

Uniform 
Please can we remind parents & carers of the importance of 

the correct school uniform and PE kit.  Our school uniform 

policy can be found on our website by clicking here.  

In particular can we please remind you that: 

 schools shoes should have sensible heels, be black in 

colour and must 

not be trainers. 

 PE kits should 

be a white t-

shirt with navy 

shorts 

 

 

Dance Competition  
As a school, we were entered in to a dance competition for 
the London Youth Games. Three to four pupils from each 
year 6 class were selected to be part of this great opportuni-
ty. We all practised really hard with our teacher, Miss Robin-
son, and in the end all of our hard work had been paid off as 
we won! We are all super proud of ourselves and we loved 
the experience that all the teachers gave us. A big round of 
applause to all of the pupils that took part!  
Lottie 6CR 

PTA Football Tournament 
The sun came out for the PTA on Saturday! Wow, what an 
amazing tournament we had. All the children demonstrated 
such great team work, motivation for each other and hard 
work in that heat! It was such a joy to see lots of smiley 
faces and the children coming together to enjoy sport again. 
Thank you to everyone who supported the event - we could-
n't have done it without you and for showcasing what our 
school is all about and bringing the Balgowan Community 

together.   The PTA  

Girls football 
It's been a busy few weeks for the Girls football. We had a m
ini tournament against Highfield Primary. We were playing u
p against year 6 girls and for some it was their first ever mat
ch! Our girls did amazingly 
well and should be very proud of themselves!  
Miss Graves 

https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=d3c4e57c87&e=0e991902f9
https://recruitmentbromley.engageats.co.uk/Redirect.aspx?enc=2EhiSIgUofjCb3EPQzt9LFQCjGQjJna+7VbsDx29jqAeWXPPhMkmk+XMD70urOzA&eoq=1
file://vFS-01.Balgowan.Bromley.local/AdminStaffData$/UserData/rfletcher18.305/Documents/Adobe

