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A message from Mrs Veysey 
Dear Parents/Carers  

The 8th March was a joyous occasion-the day when all the children were allowed to return 

to school after spending 8 weeks learning from home. The school without children is a like 

a tree without leaves: not quite dead but not alive either. 

 

Unfortunately, the term is already over. I wish we could keep the children for longer before 

they have a 2-week break: this would give us more time to re-establish school routines and 

expectations. The first week back teachers carried our formative assessments to see how 

children’s learning has been affected by the second school’s closure.  The feedback from 

teachers is that children have settled in well. Some forgot the behaviour expectations and 

needed some time to readjust to the school’s routines; others lost stamina for learning (it 

is not easy to be able to spend 6 and a half hours concentrating and working hard at school 

again). In terms of learning, Maths and Reading overall seem to be less affected. The big-

gest impact of the school’s closure is on children's writing: most teachers commented on lack of punctuation in children’s 

writing; even older children who know how to use capital letters and full stops correctly are now forgetting to use them. This is 

something we have already started working on and all teaching staff will try their best to get children back on track.  

 

I am extremely impressed with the high standards of entries as part of our first Balgowan poetry competition. I have self-
appointed myself to be a judge of the final round, choosing 2 winners from each year group. I must admit, I have thoroughly 
enjoyed this task even though it was extremely hard to choose the winners. I have also given out certificates to all children who 
made it to the final and have allowed for additional ‘bonus’ prizes to be given to children who were not necessarily the best 
performers compared to other children, but certainly demonstrated a big effort and determination.  
The winners are: Reception Sophia & Owain,  Year 1 Nancy & Euphenia,  Year 2 
Alex C & Evie, Year 3 Max & Lewis, Year 4 Daniel F & Hannah L,  Year 5 Rowan & 
Reagan, Year 6 Lia & Mali. Congratulations to the winners! Well done to all children 
who took part. For prizes  we have  bought books; a range from cooking to astrolo-
gy was carefully selected to suit all tastes. I hope the children will enjoy their 
books. A big thank you to the children and parents who supported us with this ini-
tiative. Also I would like to thank the PTA for giving us funding to purchase these 

lovely prizes. 
Have a wonderful Easter 
break. 

Best wishes  

Mrs Veysey 

Regular Reminders 
 Can you please ensure your child has 

a NAMED water bottle with them every 

day at school. The school is not in a posi-

tion to provide water bottles for the chil-

dren.  

 Please ensure that the school office has a 

copy of any letter/text message relating to 

children’s medical appointments during 

the school day. 

 Monday 19th April will be the first day of 

next term. 

 Advance Notice—Friday 11th June will be 

the dress up day for Book Week 

   Balgowan March Newsletter 

 Reception children enjoyed 

making their own chocolate 

nests.  They even had some 

left over to give to some lucky 

staff members—they were 

delicious! 

School Meal Cost 
This half term's school lunch cost 

will be £66.70  (29 days @ £2.30)  
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Forest School News 
 
Children and staff have been really busy at Forest 
School.  We have joined the Tree Council Orchards 
For School Scheme.  During the February lock-
down our bubble classes planted a fruit tree for 
each year group.  We hope next year we can all 
enjoy the fruits of their labour. 
 
Our Reception children have been busy looking at 
seeds.  Hopefully in a few months Beckenham will 
be full of sunflowers and salad. 
 
Some children from 4CM took part in the Glades 
rewilding festival.  A neglected corner of our field 
should be a riot of summer wildflower colour 
soon! 
 

https://www.theglades.co.uk/wildglades/
#events  

Mrs Cleveland  

Easter Fun-Day  
On Monday, year 6 went to the field for an 
Easter Fun-Day. There were 4 different ac-
tivities that were all Easter themed. 
 
Firstly, we went to the fire circle with Mrs 
Cleveland.  We got an Easter marshmallow 
which we then toasted on the hot fire 
pit.  We then had a competition with the 
person next to us to see who could make 
the most sparks, in a row, using the new 
dragon fire starter kits (flint and steel). Some children tried to make the biggest spark! 

Even the parents joined in!  
 
We then moved on to the egg and spoon race area. We were allowed to practise first but then it was 
straight into competition time! This was no ordinary egg and spoon race though, we had to do it blindfold-
ed! We worked in pairs, one was blind folded, one was guiding. The parents and teachers also had a blind-
folded race...It was a dead on draw between Miss Graves and Mrs Hillier!  
 
Next we had the Easter egg hunt. Instead of eggs; corks! The first round was a straight forward race to get as 
many corks as we could to fill our jar. The second round was to go on all fours and crawl (this was hard 
work!) for the corks and the final round we could only get one at a time!  
 
Finally, we had a huge task of creating a 'great egg 
run' (but we used a marble!). We got to use all sorts of 
supplies that were at the field (pipes, tyres, wood, 
tubing, dustbins, crates). We had 15 minutes to work 
as a team and build our run. Then we got to test and 
finally we had the 'race'! All runs were ready and we 
released them all at the same time! It was great fun! 
 
It was a great afternoon of Easter fun....and shh don't tell anyone but we even had a visit from the su-
per Easter Bunny!  Flo and Sandy - year 6 

https://www.theglades.co.uk/wildglades/#events
https://www.theglades.co.uk/wildglades/#events


Year 6 ipads 
Since we have returned to school Year 6 have 
been able to use the AMAZING iPads. We have 
used them for various reasons: Duolingo (app 
for learning languages) , iMovie (a filming app 
for ICT where we have made our own ad-
verts!) , Times tables rock stars (an app for 
practicing times tables) , Mathletics (where 
students are sent assignments from 10-12 
questions), BandLab (an app for making music 
for fun or for school), and just for research if it’s RE, History or Science.  
 
They come with a trolley that is easy to open (though you need a teacher to do the 
code on the padlock – they are very precious!) and every iPad has its own charger. The 
iPads have a stand built in to the casing so it is easy for us to stand it up straight.  
 
ALL year 6 children have said that they enjoy using the iPads and have an IMMENSE 
amount of fun playing educational games and doing research on them. They are so 
much quicker than the laptops! 
 
A HUGE thank you to the PTA for supporting the school and buying us these wonderful 
iPads. They have changed year 6 learning…forever!  
Sadie & Matilda – year 6  
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Science Week  
On March 8th, we celebrated British 
Science Week at Balgowan and what 
a week it was! 
 
Each class took part in an activity 
based on this year's theme which was 
'Innovating for the future,' such as 
classifying types of plastic by their 
properties so that we can recycle 
them correctly, creating robot bugs to 
help the future and playing heard 
immunity Jenga to understand the 
effects of passing germs on to others.  
 
We also had some help from our amazing parents who offered to vir-
tually talk to the children about their jobs in STEM - this was a great 
way to raise the profile of science and challenge children's stereotypes 
as to what scientists are!  
 
There were also some activities held at the field so that the children 

could take part in science 
week as part of their forest 
school sessions.  
 
Miss Robinson—Science 
Lead 
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PTA News 
The PTA were determined to host an Easter event this year after last year’s trail was cancelled 
due to lockdown. We worked with the school to be able to hold some wonderful activities at the 
field. Children excitedly gathered cork eggs, took part in an egg and spoon race and worked col-
laboratively to create an egg marble run. There were squeals of delight as the Easter Bunny made 
a special appearance! The Bunny kindly left an Easter treat for every Balgowan pupil because of 
all their hard work this term.  
The best part of the day was seeing the happy faces of children running freely in the sunshine. It 
was the perfect way to end the term. Thank you to all the staff and parent helpers that made it 
possible.   Happy Easter! 
The PTA  
 
If you would like to make a voluntary contribution to our PTA go to  
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta 
If you would like to be involved in our PTA in any way, please email us at  
balgowanpta@gmail.com  - We would love to hear from you! 

World War II Day   
We came to school dressed up as evacuees ready for WWII day, everybody was really excited!!! 

 

Firstly, we did Make Do And Mend and in it we did bunting, we sewed using patterns and fabric such 

as felt (people did crowns and flags) and we used beads and bows to decorate our masterpieces. 

When we came in from play, we made postcards as if we were an evacuee from the country side/

seaside. We were told by Miss Willis that we needed to keep it as positive as 

possible so our parents wouldn’t worry about us. After lunch we all changed 

our shoes and set off to the field. Discovery and Endeavour started by 

lighting a fire using flint and seal.  We put petroleum jelly (Vaseline) on cotton wool to then cast a spark onto the 

cotton wool and we had to feed it with sticks to keep it going for as long as possible. Victory and Mayflower did den 

building first ,  and their aim was to create a blackout den so when the Air Raid Patrol came they couldn’t see any 

light through the dens we created. 

 

Since we finished early , we played games with the parachute such as ‘run through if 

you’re in Discovery’. Then we got a surprise! The Easter bunny came!   When we got 

back, Miss Willis said the Easter bunny came and we got a chocolate Easter egg each!   

 

Everybody really enjoyed the day.  Eloise & Taylor 5CW 

  

Lost Property 
Thanks to the help from our regular volunteer, Emma Wolfson, we have been able to 
reunite all labelled lost property with its owners on a weekly basis since September.  
 
But there has still been a huge amount of unnamed items lost each week. Due to the 
limitations regarding access to school since September, and the volume of unnamed 
items, these are currently returned into the school community through the used uni-
form sales. If you need to replace outgrown or lost uniform you can email Balgow-
anuniform@gmail.com and we may be able to help you. 
 
You can also help us to help you by labelling all your items - and the PTA receives 
commission on labels sold by www.stikins.co.uk using ref: 1134.   

Behaviour 
On our return after the Easter break, the children will be in-
volved in class activities discussing behaviour around the 
school.  We are proud that on the whole children be-
have extremely well around the school outside of lessons, 
but to keep up the good work, we want to remind and help 
them understand what the school's expectations are and 
why we have them.  We want our staff members to be good 
role models too so that, whether it's being courteous to each 
other and to adults, walking sensibly and silently around 
school, or leaving the classroom tidy etc, good behaviour 
around the school is second-nature to everyone. 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta
mailto:balgowanpta@gmail.com
mailto:Balgowanuniform@gmail.com
mailto:Balgowanuniform@gmail.com
http://www.stikins.co.uk
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Relationship, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)  
 

This term we held a parent consultation on the new RSHE policy. As it was communicated previously, to teach the new RSE curriculum is 

now statutory in primary and secondary schools. As a result, Balgowan has a new RSHE policy that can be found on the school website.  

 

A parents working party got together to look at the new policy, discuss when certain aspects of the curriculum should be taught and to talk 

about statutory (Relationships, Health and some aspects of Sex), non-statutory (some elements of Sex education) and such topics as gender 

identity. The consensus was that we should teach children about sex and relationships in an age-appropriate and timely manner so that 

children do not feel embarrassed or ashamed especially when their bodies start changing as part of growing up. With this in mind, it was 

decided that menstruation will be taught in year 4 rather than year 5.  

 

To help teachers deliver the new curriculum, we have purchased a highly-regarded programme called SCARF which is produced by CORAM, 

children’s charity. The programme is based on the principles that Relationships Education in primary schools should teach the fundamental 

building blocks and characteristics of positive relationships, with particular reference to friendships, family relationships, and relationships 

with other peers and adults. Children should learn about relationships as well as the emotional, social and physical aspects of growing up 

and health. This goes beyond learning about relationships, to include puberty, how a baby is conceived and born, body ownership, and safe-

guarding.  

 

Our SCARF Relationships and Sex Education resources will help children and young people to be safe, healthy and happy, both as they grow, 

and in their future lives.  These lessons will help to meet safeguarding, and emotional wellbeing requirements, as well as ensuring that our 

school covers the requirements of the DfE RSHE guidance. 

 

I would like to thank all parents who supported us and took part in the working party.   

 

Miss Cordell, PSHE Lead, and Mrs Veysey, Headteacher  


