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Dear Parents/Carers  

 

At last the weather has improved and now we can all enjoy British summer.  

Covid pandemic aside, staff have been working hard on the priorities of our School Development Plan. The 

summer term started with our revised expectations for behaviour, especially when we move around the 

school. This has had a positive impact on staff and children working in pairs and small groups in the corri-

dors: due to staggered play and lunch times, each year group has their own timetable which means children 

lining up for play and lunch time need to be considerate towards year groups who are busy learning. Anoth-

er priority for us this year has been development of our foundation subjects further, particularly D&T, Art, 

PSHE and computing. Books scrutiny, lesson observations, children’s interviews and NEST learning and 

teaching review are dedicated to quality assure learning and teaching of these subjects. In addition, this year 

new assessments have been introduced in reading, writing and maths across all NEST schools. Having the 

same assessment system means we can now moderate children’s work and compare data across the schools 

in a more meaningful way.  

 

In line with the global and national agenda, a lot of work has been done, still is and will be ongoing around 

diversity and inclusion. Up to 30 different languages are spoken at Balgowan. Our children and families 

come from a range of backgrounds. Diversity, inclusion and a sense of belonging are important to us so that 

every child and every family are full participants of the school, feeling empowered  to contribute and influ-

ence our community. This commitment is underpinned by our Balgowan values of tolerance, respect, appreciation and unity. This is our definition of 

tolerance: ‘Tolerance means respecting others for their differences‘. Balgowan and NEST are fully committed to tackling and irradiating prejudice and 

discrimination. We have made much progress in ensuring we have a curriculum of equality, but we also know that there is still much to be done. We 

have invited a diversity expert to deliver sessions with the senior leadership team. These have proved to be very helpful in starting a conversation about 

protected characteristics and race in particular. We acquired race education lesson plans and bought resources to support the programme. I did a lot of 

reading and research to improve my own knowledge and understanding around unconscious bias, white privilege, microaggressions, bias and so on. All 

staff attended training on diversity and inclusion with a particular focus on race education.  The percentage of children from the ethnic minorities at 

Balgowan is low compared to schools from other London boroughs, so there is even greater need to prepare our pupils for a multicultural society so our 

pupils are inclusive, tolerant and active global citizens.  

 

In addition to the above, we have made good progress in ensuring we have a curriculum of equality, but we also know that there is still much to be done. 

Mrs Webley, an AHT responsible for the curriculum, is currently leading a review of the curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive and representative of our 

community. Teachers recognise that our everyday lessons, in every subject, will be the tools to deliver this change: not stand alone Assemblies and cele-

bration events (though these are still important and we will continue promoting and celebrating diversity). However we also recognise that this work 

should be done in a measured, sensitive and appropriate way. An example of this can be an effective D&T lesson which I observed last week in a year 5 

class: a class teacher posed children a challenge at the beginning of the lesson-to discuss how a wheelchair design can be modified to support its users 

with access to Chislehurst Caves (the class have been reading an information leaflet about Chislehurst Caves in their Guided reading sessions).  

I will be updating you on our progress in this area.  

 

It is that time of the year when staff are making decisions about the next year. It is with great sadness I am letting you know that two long-standing, out-

standing teachers, Mrs Webley and Mrs Sprackling, will be leaving Balgowan at the end of this term. Mrs Webley has been at Balgowan since 2005 and 

completed her NQT training here. She became an Assistant Headteacher in 2016. She contributed greatly to the school’s progress within the years, both 

in her capacity as a teacher and a school leader. Mrs Webley has secured a promotion at a school in Lincolnshire where she is relocating to work as a 

Deputy Headteacher. Many congratulations to her on her new positon. Mrs Sprackling has been at Balgowan since 2004. She has worked as a class teach-

er, a phase leader and a senior leader. She is an inspirational practitioner, much-liked by her pupils and will certainly be greatly missed. Mrs Sprackling 

has decided to stop teaching full-time but we hope she might be able to help school in a different capacity- perhaps by covering teachers or by working 

with groups of children. A big thank you to both Mrs Webley and Mrs Sprackling for their commitment and contributions to Balgowan over the past 

years.  

 

Have a good half term break and see you on Monday 7 June, 

Best wishes  

 

Maria Veysey  
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Music News 
Flute Lessons—no waiting list! 
-Lessons offered from year 2 upwards 

-Lessons offered on the flute, fife, recorder and Nuvo Toot 

-Instruments are available to hire from BYMT 

-Flute lessons are fun, creative and musical! 

-Musical games and theory are incorporated    

-Competitive prices 

“Sarah personalises all the lessons and learning so that our daughter is interest-

ed in practising her tunes. She makes up fun activities that are engaging and encourages our daughter to 

compose too. She is helping her to become a real musician. I can’t believe how far she has come. Sarah’s 

done amazing work with her-thank you Sarah!”       Amy-parent of 7 year old daughter  

Football Tournament 
On Wednesday 12th May, our school took two Girls Foot-
ball teams to our first ever tournament! In our Balgowan 
teams there was a mix of year 4 and year 5 girls. From 
year 5 we had: Leila, Grace, Hannah, Orla, Sophia, Jose-
phine, Elodie and Momo. From year 4 we had: Daisy, 
Katy, Han O, Flo, Ruth, Jasmine, Jessica, Beau and Emily.  
 
For our first ever tournament, we did brilliantly! We got 
into the semi final and only lost 1-0, the game was so 
close! All the other schools were amazed we were only 
year 4 and 5 as many of their teams were all year 6! We 
all had loads of fun playing and we really hope we can 
keep getting better and better and go to another tourna-
ment/match very soon!  

By Leila and Grace  - Year 5 

BYMT Music lessons 
We are lucky to have a range of Bromley Youth Music Trust (BYMT) peripatetic 
teachers at our school who teach piano, violin, drums, flute, saxophone, clarinet, 
double bass, guitar, brass and cello.  After half term, BYMT will be demonstrating 
and performing in assemblies and talking all about the benefits of learning a musi-
cal instrument.  If you would like your child to learn a musical instrument, the 
quickest and easiest way to apply is directly through the BYMT website https://
ukbromley.speedadmin.dk/registration#/courselist/48.  Violin, flute, saxophone 
and clarinet currently have spaces and do not have a waiting list.   

Balgowan make the National Finals in Maths (Twice) 
This term, both a year 5 and year 6 team battled through a regional competition and qualified for the National Finals in two separate, year group-based 

competitions.  

Year 5 team: Adrian 5NS, Julian 5CW, Eva 5NS and Leo 5SC. 

Year 6 team: Abigail 6NG, Marley 6NG, Imogen 6AS and Alana 6AS. 

In the National Finals of Quiz Club Maths there were six rounds, each with five questions. Every round you would move to a different place on the leader 

board.  

The year 5 team maintained a joint top 5 position until the final two rounds where some extremely difficult questions came up and, even though they 

logically eliminated incorrect answers, were unlucky with their final answers. The team ultimately ended up tied in 9th (joint 6th highest placed state 

school place nationally) – a fabulous result! 

The year 6 team started slightly slowly and was ranked outside the top ten for the first few rounds but battled back in the really tricky rounds, climbing 

up to their highest position in the final round. The teamwork was excellent and each child answered questions and had great insight into mind-boggling 

challenges. Their final position was 6th place nationally (joint 3rd highest placed state school) – an amazing result! 

Every single child worked extremely hard in the build up and I’d like to thank them and the parents for their support during the Easter break in taking the 

time to try out lots of different challenges to keep them sharp. Well done - a very proud school! 

National Science Quiz 
On Thursday 29th April 8 children 
from Balgowan (4 children in year 5 
and 4 children in year 6) took part in 
the National Science Quiz! This year 
was a little different - teams had to 
compete in their year groups via 
Zoom! We were asked some chal-
lenging questions about all areas of 
Science and were placed 11th (Year 
5) and 12th (Year 6) out of all the 

schools that took part. A huge well done!   Miss Robinson  

New SEND Online Safety Hub 
NetAware have recently launched a new hub for 
parents of children with special educational needs, 
to support families with keeping their children safe 
online and to get the best out of their online expe-
riences.  
  
The new hub includes top tips, activities and guid-
ance. You can also sign up for a regular newsletter. 
 
Find the hub at:  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/send-online-safety-
hub/  

https://ukbromley.speedadmin.dk/registration#/courselist/48
https://ukbromley.speedadmin.dk/registration#/courselist/48
https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=d3c4e57c87&e=0e991902f9
https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=d3c4e57c87&e=0e991902f9


BMX Workshop 
Mike Muller –a champion BMX rider- came into the school to teach Year 6 tricks on a 

BMX bike. It was super enjoyable and everyone had a great time. He even demonstrat-

ed a display of amazing jumps and spins which left everyone awe-struck. 

Once we had chosen partners that were of a similar height, we were given a bicycle 

one between two. A course had been set out around the playground; it was made up 

of cones and ramps. We listened to the safety rules and then one of the pupils in the 

pair mounted the bike. One after the other, we all set off just pedalling slowly. 

After we had been round twice, our partners were given a go. All the children were 

super supportive of each other; the cheers really helped us build our confidence on the 

bicycle.  

The next time round, we were told to try and stand up on the pedals- while moving! 

Most people nailed it and those who didn’t got it next time round.  

We had a couple of practice cycles then, when he thought we were ready, we were 

allowed to try numerous skills and jumps. Some students took both hands off the han-

dlebars; others put both legs on one side and took them off the pedals. Everyone did 

amazingly and it was really fun. 

The pupils who excelled in this were allowed to show off their skills that they learnt. It 

was a really great day and one we will certainly remember!    Mali 6CR 
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Eco Warriors! 
'The Eco Warriors have had a very exciting few weeks! We have been very excited to get the opportunity to work with  Veolia to look at 
how we can be 'Recycling Heroes'.  
 
Veolia kindly shared a presentation with us via Zoom where we discussed how we recycle at home and school, the importance of it and 
the message we want to get across to others at school and home. We were really encouraged to see Balgowan is already contributing 
well to this recycling scheme, but will be looking towards planning an exciting 'Go Green Day' to share the message and encourage every-
one at school to become 'Recycling Heroes' too.  
 
We also applied to renew our Green Flag Award and are very excited that we have been awarded it again! Our Green Flag is on it's way so 
we will be very excited to share this with you once it has arrived.  
 
Also, a quick reminder from our Eco 
Warriors to all children, parents and 
teachers, to please walk to school if 
you can. This is the cheapest and easi-
est way to improve air quality and 
reduces congestion around the school. 
If you drive please remember to turn 
your engine off when you drop off 
your child, or when sitting in traffic 
close to the school.  
 
Our Eco Warriors will be discussing the 
best ways to work as a school to keep 
our air clear in our next meetings, so 
if you have any further ideas, please 
feel free to share with a member of 
our Eco Club' 
Miss Silcott 


