
   February   

February 

February Newsletter 

A message from Mrs Veysey   

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I hope you all had a restful half term break.   

 

As mentioned in my letter from the 25 February,  we are now planning for the whole school 

to go back to normal the week beginning 7th March.  All children will be allowed once again 

to play and mix with children from different classes and year groups.  We are very much 

looking forward to getting back to normal practice. 

 

Working as part of the trust means we receive regular quality assurance visits. Just before 
half term we had a NEST learning and teaching review with a deep dive into three subjects: 
Reading, Maths and RE.  Overall we were given strong good (or ‘top good’ using the inspec-
tor’s words). I am very pleased with the outcome and I would like to say well done to the 
wonderful team of teaching staff we have here at Balgowan. 
 

We received the sad news that Mr Platt, the Head teacher of Balgowan Primary School from 1988 through much of the 1990s, passed away on 
11th February after a short illness. We know that there will be people in our school community who remember him fondly. We are pleased that 
after he left Balgowan, he was able to enjoy a retirement of over twenty years with his wife, Jill. We would be happy to pass on any condolences 
to Jill, via the School Office. 
 
This Thursday Is World Book Day.  A wonderful day for the children to dress up as their favourite book character.  I look forward to seeing the chil-
dren in their costumes. 
 
Enjoy reading our 
newsletter. We’ve 
had a busy February 
with lots of exciting 
things to share with 
you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Maria Veysey 

Healthy Heart Day 
On Thursday 10th February, we had our 'Healthy Heart' day! Pupils came into school wearing either red or pink or active wear and complet-
ed physical activities with their class. They learnt what a defibrillator is, when it might be used and why it is such an important piece of 
equipment. 
 
"We played a game where we had to turn cones upside down, they were veins and arteries. We also raced around a chalk heart outline in 
pairs, moving in a different way every time. We had only 10 minutes because that's how quickly 
you should find a defibrillator to help somebody in need." Evie, Olivia and Mico - 3KB 
 
"We wore pink or red clothes and brought our teddies to school. We did exercises with our ted-
dies and learnt about our heart." Felix and Evie, RCS  
 
We were aiming to raise £2000 to enable us to purchase 2 defibrillators - one for our main school 
site and one for our school field. Not only did we meet our target, we exceeded it by raising a 
total of £2,604! Thank you so much for your donations and supporting our fundraising efforts. 

Any spare money left will go to the voluntary fund to enhance children’s learning.  

Dates for your Diary 
w/b 28th February World Book Week  

1st March 6CR  - Keeping Gallery   

2nd March 6SC—Keeping Gallery  

3rd March  World Book Day (dress up) 

4th March 6NG—Keeping Gallery 

9th March  Year 6 Vista Photos  

18th March  Red Nose Day  

22d March  Parent Teacher Consultations 

24th March  Parent Teacher Consultations  

29th March  Year 3 to National Gallery 

30th March AM 1RN Performance 

31st March AM 1NR Performance 

1st April  AM 1AM Performance   

1st April   Year 3 Ancient Greek Day  

April 4th -  Easter Holidays 

April 18th   

Regular Reminders…. 
 The lost property bins will be cleared out on Friday 4th March. Named items will be returned to children and 

unnamed items will either go to the uniform stall sale or to clothes recycling. 

 A reminder that school meal payments are now due and that the cost for this term is £69 and should be paid 
using pay360. 

 Please do not forget to send your children to school with their named water bottles.  
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Veg and Fedge Project  
We are very excited to let you know, that we have received our funding to start our Veg 
and Fedge project at Forest School/the school field!  
 
We are fortunate to have very generous and helpful members of our school community, 
and are happy to be able to give everyone at Balgowan the opportunity to become in-
volved in helping with our project. 
 
On Saturday the 12th and Saturday the 19th of March, from 10.30 onwards, we will be 
inviting all who are available to help us prepare the school field and start work towards 
our project. We would be grateful if you could please bring your own tools with 
you where possible. Here are some examples of the areas we will be working on and the 
tools needed: 
-Building raised beds (drill , saw, screws etc) 
-Digging and transferring the soil, compost and wood chippings  (spades, forks, wheel-
barrows) 
-Making the fence (big hammers to put the stakes in)  
Children are also welcome as helpers, or to use the free end (away from Forest School) of 
the school field to play football/ball games during the time parents are helping. Tea, 
coffee and squash will also be available on the day for our team of helpers. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask Mrs Sutcliffe (Aga, as she is known to the 
children) , Mrs Ling, Miss Silcott or Doug Simpson via the PTA.  

Primary Maths Challenge 
Five pupils from Balgowan were successful in reaching the Bonus Round of the Primary Maths Challenge this year: Elias in Y5, Reuben, Leo, 
Max and Adrian in Y6. We are waiting to see if any of them have performed well enough in this harder paper in relation to pupils from 
schools across the world to receive a gold, silver or bronze badge! Fingers crossed! 

Above are some of  Year 6 children enjoying Viking 

Day on Friday 25th February  

Football News 
 
First game back for the girls since Christmas and I can definitely  say it was the best 
game I have seen them play this school year. The passing, positioning and all round 
teamwork was super! We were very unlucky not to win the match - a great goal by 
Hannah helped us to a 1-1 draw. Individually, I am very proud of all the girls and the 
way they performed. Keep up the great work, let’s see if we can win the league! 
 
The progress they have all made has been great - thank you to the parents/carers for 
the continued support of girls’ football at Balgowan.  
 
Miss Graves  

Thank you to the Beckenham Strollers 
In addition to the amount raised through the School for our defibrillators, 
Beckenham Strollers, a walking football club that is held at the school play-
ing field every Tuesday morning donated an amazing £350 towards the new 
defibrillators! Thank you for your kind and generous donation towards the 
cost of installing this potentially lifesaving equipment at the school and 
field.  
 
Beckenham Strollers is a walking football group for the over 60’s. They are a 
friendly group that always welcomes new players. Please contact Raphael 
Stanton on 07956 337 562 or email on raphaelstandton@gmail.com if you 
would like further information. Thanks again Beckenham Strollers for your 
support.  

mailto:raphaelstandton@gmail.com
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Tag Rugby 
 

On a blustery February morning, 21 teams from across Bromley descended 
on Sparrow's Den for the Bromley Schools' Mixed Tag Rugby Tournament. 
After a quick rules reminder, checking out the pitches to find them to be 
long, wide and muddy, the tournament began. 
 
Balgowan entered two teams and both started well. One team played in the 
'Development Competition' and the other in the 'Cup Competition'. With 
many back-to-back games and tough conditions, it certainly was extremely 
challenging. By lunch, the children were suitably rosy-cheeked, muddy but 
most of all very happy! The children all refueled over lunch and were raring 
to go for the afternoon. 
 
The 'Development' team played nine games and finished with 4 wins, 3 draws and 2 losses. They played with a high intensity, 
were very competitive in all games and demonstrated great sportsmanship throughout. Their excellent performances earned 
them a 3rd place finish out of ten teams. We drew against the eventual winners, showing how closely fought the competition 
was. 
 
The 'Cup' team played ten games, finishing with an undefeated record of 6 wins and 4 draws. The standard of rugby was excel-
lent and the team performed again and again (especially defensively) where we got better and better. Everyone worked ex-
tremely hard and all contributed in creating space, making tags and forcing turnovers. Our undefeated record meant we fin-
ished 2nd place out of eleven teams. Any team could have beaten anyone and we even beat the eventual winners 2-1! 
 
The overall squad record makes incredible reading...Played 19, Wins 10, Draws 7, Losses 2 
 
Most importantly, all the children had an amazing time. Their behaviour, enthusiasm and sportsmanship was exceptional and 
we left two very proud and happy teachers! Well done the rugby teams!   Mr Slater & Mr Jones. 
 

Year  2 - Great Fire of London Workshop 
Yesterday afternoon we headed to the hall to have a Great Fire of London experience with somebody called 

Catlin. First we put our imagination hats on and we typed in 1666 with the whole class.  Then we met a nice 

person who actually saw the Great Fire of London.  She told us all about it.  We were in Pudding Lane. It was 

very smelly, narrow and noisy.  After that we were given jobs.  I was a sausage maker and at the end of the 

road  was a Bakery owned by Thomas Farriner and his daughter.  We were good at making pies.  One night the 

servant didn't close the oven door properly.  One spark landed on a piece of wood.  All the houses were made 

of wood so the fire spread easily.  We pretended to spread the fire around London. People used buckets of 

water, water squirts,  fire hooks and gun powder to try and put the fire out.  What a lovely day!  Hugo 2JJ 

 

Biggest EVER Football Session  
On Wednesday 9th March 2022, England Football and Barclays are hoping to put on the 
biggest EVER football session for girls in school and we would really like Balgowan pupils to 
get involved... https://girlsfootballinschools.org/letgirlsplay.php 
 
All girls in Key Stage 2 will  have  the opportunity to take part in  a session.  They can come 
to school in their PE kit or football kit if they have one.  Sessions will take place in the after-
noon. 
 

#LetGirlsPlay.  

https://girlsfootballinschools.org/letgirlsplay.php
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PTA Update! 
 

We had a quieter half term than pre-Christmas, but have still been able to raise some money for our KS1 playground: 

 The Bags2 School textiles collection resulted in £160 
 We offered the Doughies artisan home pizza kits which raised £178 commission 

 The Valentines bake sale on the last day before half term, benefited from some wonderful baked and bought do-
nations and made £340 

 2s day celebrating 22.2.22 raised £1,041 

 Costume sales - which hopefully helped a few parents out with the fast-approaching World Book Day dress-up 
day - raised £210 

 
Most excitingly, a few parents have been able to secure “charity matched funding” from their employers, meaning 
we have earnt an extra £3,200 on top of the funds raised last term. This is fantastic news and we would love more 
parents to investigate if their employer offers this.  You just need to help at one event and then they may match 
some or all the money raised at that event.  We can support you with any evidence needed for your claim – please 
email balgowanpta@gmail.com. 
 
One more thing: we have relaunched the PTA Lottery, it’s £1 a month to enter, very easy to join (online) and every 
month you could win a cash prize! We receive 40p for every ticket sold.  We are trying to get at least 50 people 
signed up: https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/balgowan-primary-school 
 
We are planning lots of exciting events between now and Easter including the return of the Easter Egg Hunt & Fun 
Day at the end of term.  Please see list below and put the dates in your calendars! 
 
Sunday 13th March 3:30pm:  Movie Afternoon showing MOANA – all year groups.  
Buy tickets now @ pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta 
 
Friday 18th March 7:30pm: The Best of Queen tribute band @ Langley Boys (we will earn commission on each tick-
et bought using code BAL) https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/beckenham/langley-park-centre-for-the-
performing-arts-beckenham/the-best-of-queen/2022-03-18/19:30/t-groakp 
 
Tues 22nd  March & Thurs 24th March (evening): 2nd hand uniform sale during Parents Evening, School Hall 
 
Friday 25th March: Mothers Day gift sale after school 
 
Friday 1st April: Crazy hair day – pay £1 and wear your craziest hair to school! 
 
Sunday 3rd April 10am-1pm: Easter Egg Hunt &Fun Day. Buy tickets now @ pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta 
 

February 

mailto:balgowanpta@gmail.com
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/balgowan-primary-school
pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/beckenham/langley-park-centre-for-the-performing-arts-beckenham/the-best-of-queen/2022-03-18/19:30/t-groakp
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/beckenham/langley-park-centre-for-the-performing-arts-beckenham/the-best-of-queen/2022-03-18/19:30/t-groakp
pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta

