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 January Newsletter 
A message from Mrs Veysey  

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

 

I hope the new term has started well for you and the dreaded Covid stayed away from you and your families.  

We unfortunately had a spike in positive cases during the week beginning 17 January, however the situation has now stabilised. Currently 

we have four  classes where the 10% threshold has been reached. We are emailing parents of each class separately once one of the thresh-

olds is reached; we will also email you if there are no longer positive cases in the class (please note that this might be for a brief period of 

time only). Overall, I feel the situation is currently under control and we are able to deliver high quality education to all  children. So far 

there has been only a moderate impact of Covid on staffing: on average we have 2-3 members of staff ill with Covid each week. The team-

work displayed at Balgowan has been remarkable: staff do not hesitate to help each other out, often at the expense of their own workload. 

As the virus is still prevalent, I am asking all parents to continue wearing face coverings.  

We are continuing to work towards our School Development Plan targets. Due to the new Bromley Agreed Syllabus, we have focussed on 

RE (Religious Education) this academic year. RE is a fascinating subject that offers children a much wider understanding of religions, beliefs 

and worldviews. It does not promote or advocate any particular religion or belief but extends pupils’ knowledge and understanding of oth-

er people’s beliefs, views and reasons for actions. A very different approach to teaching RE is now implemented at school: rather than 

teaching children one particular religion at a time, i.e. predominately operating with facts, children are now given ‘big questions’ to discuss, 

e.g. ‘What makes us human?’, ‘How do we know what is right or wrong?’. The content supports us in our mission to challenge children’s 

thinking and prepare them to understand and value themselves and others and to better cope with the opportunities, challenges and re-

sponsibilities of living in a rapidly changing, multicultural world.  

 

This term the Local Committee (previously known as the Governing Board) have said good-bye to Mrs Samantha Coles, a parent-governor, 

and Mr Jeremy Adams, a community governor. Both helped the school by working in different capacities over the past years, most recently 

as the LCM (Local Committee Members) with responsibility for inclusion. A huge thank you to them both for their time, passion and com-

mitment to Balgowan. We welcome Mrs Sara-Jane Phillippo, as a new parent-governor, to the committee.  

 

A new member of staff, Miss Channon Taylor, joined our team this term.  Miss Taylor has taken over from Mrs Martin, a 1 AM classteacher 

who has started her maternity leave.  

 

As a school, we would like to celebrate our children’s individual outstanding achievements outside the school too. Please let us know and 

we will share your child’s success with the community.  

 

Best wishes 

Maria Veysey 

Regular Reminders…. 
 The medical room is still in need of used tracksuit bottoms especially the smaller 

sizes).  We would appreciate any spares you may  have. 

 Please label!  Labelled lost property can be easily returned to your child’s class.  
The unlabelled lost property bin is overflowing! 

 Absence—where possible, please email the school office with notice of a child's 
absence before 9am.  The phone lines are extremely busy that time in the morning 
and this will ensure the office is aware and has a reason for your child’s absence.   

 Water Bottles  - We are no longer in a position to provide temporary bottles so 
please ensure your child always has one in school.  There are lots of lost ones in 
lost property! 

Dates for the Diary 
4th Feb  PTA Bags2school  

7th Feb                      Mental Health and Wellbeing Week  

10th Feb  Healthy Heart Day 

11th Feb  PTA Valentine’s Cake Sale  

14th - 18th Feb  Half Term  

21st Feb - 23rd Feb Reception & Year 6 Vision (YR only), 

  height and weight check 

21st Feb  Y2 Great Fire of London Workshop 

25th Feb   Y3 Music Concerts 

  3KB - 9.15, 3JA –9.50 & 3JS-10.30 

w/b 28th February World Book Week  

3rd March  World Book Day (dress up) 

9th March  Year 6 Vista Photos  
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Year 5 Splattermake -World War 2 Day  
An extract from Neena’s (5ML) diary of their recent trip..  

September 3rd 1941 

Today we went on a trip to the local church.  We had to wait for our 

evacuee train to come.  It was still so much 

fun!  Three billeting officers (women) 

picked us up from the school gates and 

walked us down.  They were very strict but 

I guess it’s because they wanted to keep us 

safe due to unexpected bombs.  When we 

went outside the church, they split us up 

into groups and told us to stand with our 

heels pressed against the walls.  Their names were Miss Smith, Mrs Hall and Miss Knight.  We went 

inside and they told us to stand on the white border line in the main hall so they could inspect our 

hands, teeth and hair.  After that, my group went with Mrs Hall to make carrot biscuits as they were 

good for rationing.  It was really funny when Mrs Hall told us a government secret about carrots and 

Miss Smith overheard!  Though the funniest part was when Mrs Hall mimicked Miss Smith after she left!    It was a great day 

that everyone in class enjoyed.  

Healthy Heart Day  
You may have seen in recent months that there has been a number of high profile campaigns in the press to try and introduce legislation to 
make defibrillators compulsory for all schools. Whilst the Government have not made this a mandatory requirement yet, they are encourag-
ing schools to look at ways to introduce these. If an adult or a child goes into cardiac arrest, without a defibrillator, there is only a 7% 
chance of survival. If a defibrillator is on the patient within the first 3-5 minutes, the chances of survival are over 70%. With these figures 
in mind, we are keen to look at ways to fund the installation of two defibrillators at our school - one for our main school site and one for our 
school field. 
We will be having a 'Healthy Heart' day in school on Thursday 10th February 2022. This will be a fundraising event to help us raise money 
to purchase two defibrillators. Our online fundraising page is  https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/balgowanprimary-school?
utm_term=r8dExVQGa 
On the day, pupils are asked to come into school wearing red/pink clothes and or active wear/PE kit with something red or pink. During the 
day the children will take part in a range of physical activities, aiming to promote the importance of heart health. We will also be raising 
awareness of how important a defibrillator can be to someone who is in cardiac arrest, in ways appropriate for the ages of the children. 
We have approached a number of local businesses to see if they can support us with donations towards the cost of our defibrillators or 
whether they would be happy to match any funds that we raise. If you work for a business or own a business that would be happy to sup-
port us to raise the funds for these potentially lifesaving pieces of equipment, please contact the school office. 
We very much hope that all children will enjoy our 'Healthy Heart' day and gain an understanding of why we are fundraising and what it is 
for. Thank you in advance for your support with this fundraising initiative.   Mrs Bassett and Mr Jones 

 

Y6 - Young Shakespeare Company 
On Thursday 27th January 2022, Year 6 were visited by the Young Shakespeare 
Company who performed a play written by Shakespeare called ‘The Tempest. At 
the start of the play, we were introduced to the 4 characters who were going to 
perform it. This play was about the queen of Naples, the Duke of Milan and 
many more characters such as the prince and the Duke’s daughter. What every-
body found fun was acting out the roles on the ship which consisted of: the 
queen’s servants, the deck scrubber, the mast puller, the cook and the captain. 
Further into the story the Queen gets ship wrecked on an island but Prospero 
who has been there for 12 years casts lots of spells on them  to take back his 
role as Duke of Milan. It was a fantastic day and we are all looking forward to 
writing about the Tempest in our English lessons.   Nicolay 6CR 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/balgowanprimary-school?utm_term=r8dExVQGa
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/balgowanprimary-school?utm_term=r8dExVQGa
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Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Week 
Supporting Children’s Mental Health is more important now than ever as we continue to see the impact of Coronavirus on people’s Mental 
Health. Next Week is Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing week and we are looking forward to taking part and celebrating the week. 

The theme of this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week is Growing Together. Growing Together is 
about growing emotionally and finding ways to help each other grow. Challenges and setbacks can 
help us to grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to move beyond our comfort zone into 
a new realm of possibility and potential. However, emotional growth is often a gradual process that 
happens over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit ‘stuck’. In School we will be exploring the 
theme with the children through discussions, activities and real life growth stories from celebrities. 
With the help from every class, the School Council will be creating a whole school Wellbeing display. 
We have attached some information on how you can help to support your children at home. We 
also have a Wellbeing challenge for you and your children to take part in at home over the next few 
weeks. School Council have created a brilliant video explaining the challenge and this will be posted 
on Google Classroom at the start of next week!  Mrs Richards 

Forest School News 
Reception children were learning about the migrating birds and those which stay in the UK for the winter. They made bird feeders to sup-
port the birds during the colder months.  
You can try them at home. It is a very easy and fun activity. 

 
 
Thank you for taking part in the Big Bird Watch. I spotted more than 50 starlings. What birds did you see? 
 
Year 5 children' s sessions were connected to the history topic -WW2 . Children were building black out dens, designing the toys and games 
their grandparents might have played with, creating vegetable patches and leading their friends through ‘minefields’.  
 
Thank you for all the parental help during Forest School sessions. It wouldn’t be possible without you.  
Thank you to the PTA for organizing the collection of Christmas Trees, their branches proved to be essential for black out dens.  
Aga—Forest School Lead 
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PTA News 
The PTA had a very successful Christmas 2021 period despite the disappointment of our November Festive Fun Day having to be can-
celled.   We were generously sponsored by Expose estate agents – you will no doubt have seen their boards in the neighbourhood – which 
allowed us to raise some money, despite the cancellation. 
Our raffle and silent auction still went ahead, of course, as well as the Santa’s Grotto event and Wreath making workshop for the adults.   
All of this, added to what we raised earlier in the term,  meant that in the Autumn term we raised a fantastic £11,000 for our Key Stage 1 
Playground redevelopment fund. As a reminder, the school is planning to install this in the Summer holidays and so we need to hit our tar-
get of £74,000 before then.  Currently we have around £55,000 raised, so the target is in sight! 

 
We have already planned some events for the Spring term: 
 
NOW – order your Doughies artisan pizza kit, for collection on Fri Feb 11th – make your pizzas at home 
as a half term treat. 
Tue 1st Feb (next week!) we are collecting your unwanted, good condition, school dress-up costumes 
(Greeks, Romans, evacuees or book characters) at morning drop-off 
Fri Feb 4th – Bags2School collection of unwanted clothes, shoes, accessories, bedding (bring to drop-off 
in the morning) 
Fri Feb 11th – Valentine’s themed Bake Sale after school (if you would be willing to bake something for 
this, please let your class rep know) 
Thursday Feb 24th – book character costume sale after school – just in time for World Book Day! 
March 18th – Queen tribute night at Langley Park Boys School (adults event only, 7:30pm). We will be 
selling tickets and will earn commission – we will send the link to buy tickets when we have it. 

 
 

Hockey Tournament 
All the children (and Mr Jones!) did Balgowan proud. It was pretty 
obvious from the off that the other schools taking part had certain-
ly had more experience, but that did not dull the spirit of our pu-
pils. For three hours, I witnessed them enthusiastically put them-
selves forward for the next match in a range of different starting 
positions. When they got cold, they wrapped up, practised passing 
on the sidelines and kept each other's morale up. They watched 
the other games in 
between their own 
and took tips on 
board from Mr 
Jones. 
At the end of their 
first round, they 
were placed into 
the 'spoon' playoffs. 
They knew that wasn't the best, but they saw it as an opportunity 
to play other teams who may also have less experience. They re-
mained upbeat until the icy cold end! 
I’d like to thank the sports coordinators for agreeing to attend an event at 
the eleventh hour and taking those that wanted to try. It's an experience 
that I know they won't forget.  
Thank you to Mr Jones for spending the afternoon in the cold with our 
children.  Heartfelt thanks for the positive, inclusive and can-do approach 

by Balgowan staff. Zoe Roberts– Balgowan parent  
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Langley Park Learning Trust  
As you may be aware, Langley Park Learning Trust ran a further consul-
tation in October and November 2021 on proposed admission changes 
to Langley Park School for Boys and Langley Park School for Girls. The 
main proposal was to give priority to children who were on the roll at 
Langley Park Primary on or before 31st August 2018 and who remain 
on the school roll at the closing date for applications in 
2023/24 (currently years 4 and 5). Those children would have been giv-
en priority in the oversubscription criteria for 2023 and 2024 admissions 
and the plan was to increase the published admission number for those 
years at both the secondaries to accommodate them.  
 
The Trust Board decided in December not to proceed with this proposal 
on the basis of the consultation responses. [A small change was made 
to the admission policies to prioritise mixed sex twins, triplets etc in the 
same way as single sex twins, triplets etc.]   
Sue Blackburn—School Governor  

Congratulations to Lloric 3JS 
Last year, Lloric has been scouted and trained by a range of high profile football academies in London - Chelsea, Tottenham, Fulham, Crystal 
Palace, Westham United and Millwall FC. He has now been offered  a two-year contact from  Millwall FC to officially join the club’s Under 9 
Academy. The club was so impressed with his first two games with them that they presented his contractual arrangement three months in 
advance of the usual time of signing players at this level.  
Well done Lloric! 

Missing Water Bottle? 
We are overflowing with lost water bottles.  These 

are all kept by the lost property by the main office.  

Please tell your child to come and take a look or pop 

in before or after school drop off/pick up. 

https://doughies.co.uk/products/Balgowan
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