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D A T E S  F O R  

T H E  D I A R Y  

H A L F  T E R M  

1 3 - 1 7 T H  F E B  

B O O K  W E E K  

2 7 T H  F E B  -  3 R D  

M A R C H  

1 S T  M A R C H  

D R E S S  U P  A S  

F A V O U R I T E  

B O O K        

C H A R A C T E R  

SCIENCE WEEK 

10th-17th MARCH 

PARENTS EVENING 

21ST MARCH 

23RD MARCH 

EASTER FAIR 

26TH MARCH 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

3RD - 14TH APRIL 

Dear Parents/Carers  

The term began with staff INSET day training on EDIB - Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Be-

longing. This was online training organised by the trust: staff from ten schools were part of 

it sharing ideas, thoughts and experiences with each other.  The provider ‘Diverse Educa-

tors’ challenged our thinking and stimulated discussion around 3Cs (Consciousness, Confi-

dence and Competence). This training is part of our ongoing work on diversity and inclu-

sion. The most recent developments have been: forming of a staff EDIB working party, sur-

veying upper KS2 children and staff, introducing a menopause policy, rethinking how we 

teach diversity as part of the History curriculum-are we offering different perspectives?  

National strikes brought additional pressures on all of us and schools are no exception. 

Three more days of teacher strikes are expected: with the support of the trust, we will 

communicate with you giving you as much notice as possible. School leaders are well-

supported by the trust on this so appropriate plans can be put in place. Where we can 

keep the school open but have to close some year groups or classes, the decision will be 

based on teacher availability, number of vulnerable learners, statutory end-of year assess-

ments and others. The year groups/classes that have to be closed will be rotated so that 

not the same children are missing out. When difficult decisions have to be made, we re-

mind ourselves of our core values: respecting others’ opinions is one of our values and we 

will abide by it.  

At the beginning of January we had our annual Learning and Teaching review from the 

trust. This is one of the main quality assurance measures to ensure standards of education 

remain high in all schools across the trust. This time we had three ‘deep dives’ in reading 

and phonics, History and Art. As part of the one-day review, four members from the trust 

central team questioned senior leaders, observed every teacher, spoke to the children, 

interviewed subject leaders and looked at children’s books (written evidence). Pupils’ per-

sonal development and welfare also came under scrutiny. The final report states: 

‘’Behaviour for learning in every class was of a high standard, pupils feel safe in class and 

all pupils were keen to “have a go” and support each other.” The report is very encourag-

ing and it is reassuring to know we are on the right track. We were awarded dark green-

the highest grade.  

A lot of exciting enrichment opportunities have been planned for children: this week we 

have observed Internet Safety Day (online risks pose one of the main safeguarding risks to 

our children) based around the theme ‘Want to talk about it? Making space for conversa-

tions about life online’ and a Mental Health Week for children on this year’s theme ‘Let’s 

connect’. In March we will be holding a book week and a science week. So there is a lot for 

children to look forward to! 



 

Year 4 Roman Day 

On Roman day we all came in dressed up as Romans or 
Celts. We learnt Roman numerals and we learnt Medical 
Xavier to help us remember the value of each numeral.   
Roman numerals are still used in Britain today. We made 
Roman shields with paint and card and then went outside 
and made some Roman army formations. In PE, we played 
some games that Roman children used to play. Did you 
know that in those times they used to use a pig's bladder as 
a ball? We also dissected Roman poo (clay) to help us find 
out what the Romans used to eat. Inside them we found 
pips, olive stones, melon seeds and even stones from the 
ground in them because they used to knead their bread 
grains with rocks and these didn’t digest.   
It was a great day which we will remember for a long time!  

Isobel and Mikael (4CA)  

YEAR 5 Splattermake WW2 

When we were collected from school to go to Splatter-
make, we were checked by the billeting officers for any 
infestations of lice or bugs. Then we were split into 
groups and sent off to do different activities. We did 
some sewing where we sewed our first initial onto a 
piece of fabric shaped like bunting. After our first activi-
ty we had our morning break where we could eat a 
snack of fruit or vegetables. After break we went to our 
next activity were we made carrot cookies using: 
1 tbsp of margarine, 
2 tbsp of caster sugar, 
6 tbsp of self raising flour, 

4 heaped tbsp of grated carrot, 
1 tsp of vanilla extract. 
 
While we had lunch, we left the cookies to bake. Once 
we had finished lunch, suddenly, the air raid siren went 
off.  Some children had secret telegrams which we 
were asked to read out. We had a quiz which was 
based on WWII featuring questions such as ‘who was 
prime minister during the duration of the war?’  Then 
they announced the winners of the quiz - George VI - 
and we were taken back to school. 
 

Rosa and Millie 5CW 

HISTORY 
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ENGLISH 

 

Year 6 had a great experience with the Young Shakespeare Company coming in and re-creating A  Midsummers 

Night’s Dream.  Isla (6SM) wrote a great summary of the performance. 
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FOREST SCHOOL 
Reception classes reenacted “ We are Going On The Bear Hunt” at the field. They truly mastered the story and 

can now recite it by heart. 

They also learnt about hibernation and created little sleepy hedgehogs 

Year 5 were learning about the Second World War in History and the forest school activities were linked 

to this topic:  

They practised basic first aid and they built stretchers, created black out dens and tested them with 

torches. They led their friends through the minefields and designed games children during war times 

played. Finally they enjoyed popcorn ( which became popular in the UK during war) on the fire.  

Thank you:  

Thank you to all the parents for donating their Christmas trees to 

Forest School, we are making a good use of them. Thank you to 

the lovely Volunteers who came and changed the Christmas trees 

into building materials.  

Thank you to all the parents who are coming to support the ses-

sions ( it wouldn’t be possible without you).  

Thank you to all year six students who are supporting the garden 

club. You are AMAZING. 

HELP NEEDED: 

It would be lovely If you can support us at  the field on 18th of February 14:00- 17:00 for a maintenance day. 

There is lots to do. We need to spread the wood chip around the vegetable patch, chop some overgrown bram-

bles, build the shed, weed the flower patch and shred some branches. So if you and your children have some 

free time and gardening gloves please come and join me. 



 

This school year has got off to a successful start with a variety of 
events, including our Christmas activities, which have enabled us to 
raise over £18,000 since September! A great result which has        
allowed us to approve the    
following investments that will 
benefit all pupils at Balgowan:  

  Improved IT equipment: £20,000 towards the cost of 64 iPads and 2 iPad 
trolleys, following a review of the IT curriculum conducted by the school, to 
understand what hardware would best support it. These iPads will allow 
teachers to adequately deliver not only the IT curriculum, but also provide 
support to other subjects that benefit from the use of technology. Bene-
fitting all pupils in years 1 to 6. 

Additional Forest school provisions: With currently only one teacher at 
Balgowan with the knowledge to run  Forest School, the PTA will contribute £1,000 to train another staff member 
in Level 3 Forest School training and ICT First Aid Training. 

Coaches for Young Voices participants - to ensure that the cost of participating in Young Voices isn’t a barrier to 
any child, the PTA has covered the cost of the coaches in transporting the children to the O2, for the last few 
years. 

 

PTA UPDATE 

£18,000  
RAISED SINCE         

SEPTEMBER! 

How can you help? 

Everything we do depends on the help of a large number of people. And help can come in different ways:  

Join our group of after school sales helpers for our cake, ice cream or uniform sales 

Sign up on the pta-events.co.uk page to help at our movie afternoon and/or disco, or reach out to us if you can 
help with the Easter event 

Sign up to our school lottery and/or use giveasyoulive.co.uk when you shop online (choosing Balgowan as your 
nominated charity – sign up here) 

PTA EVENTS 

10th March  

After school Disco: an 

hour of music, dancing 

and fun for Y1-Y6 

3rd March 

Bags to school collection: De-

clutter during half term and 

help the PTA earn some easy 

money 

 

17th March 

Mothers Day/Someone 

Special Gift 

Sale– more 

news soon but 

we will be 

offering pre-

orders 

26th March 

Easter Event– partici-

pate in our Easter trail 

to win chocolate Easter 

egg 
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https://www.pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta/index.cfm?event=shop#.Y9Up8IrP1hk
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/cause-data/8b68cdce-91af-4a1c-bd16-d9412d423742/leaflets/95da2973-9516-4cff-85d4-a670682fc959/ysl_ps5_nov22%20-%20image.jpg?updated=638028457790400000
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/refer/R9Uoagg-2BiX1KlO7AaYTyrw7amkq-2BOg-3D-3D


 

OTHER NEWS 
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Reception Circus Day 

On Friday 20th January, Reception children 
greatly enjoyed a circus day. As part of their 
PE, we looked at balancing in different ways. 
Children learnt skills such as balancing a pea-
cock feather on their hand, finger, arm and 
some even managed to balance the feathers 
on their nose. Children enjoyed exploring 
different circus equipment such as the tightrope. It was so exciting that even the adults enjoyed having a go at 
all the tricks!  By Miss Owen 

        

Young Voices  

Well done to all 146 children 

who performed in Young   

Voices at the O2 on 

17th January.  It was amazing 

to sing in a choir of nearly 

9000 children and to watch 

the guest artists per-

form.  Heather Small and The 

Beatbox Collective were partic-

ularly exciting.  The children 

were a credit to Balgowan 

and thoroughly enjoyed the 

evening.   

By Miss Rochester 

Great Fire of London Workshop Year 2 

Year 2 were transported back in time and expe-

rienced what life was like during the Great Fire 

of London. One night the servant didn’t close 

the oven door properly and one piece landed 

on a piece of wood. As all the houses were 

made of wood the fire spread easily! The     

children   

really        

enjoyed the 

workshop. 

Year 1 Visit to the Bowie Bandstand 

All of Year 1 have been learning 

about locality as part of their Histo-

ry learning and discussing historical 

people, one of them being David 

Bowie. They were taken to the 

Croydon Road Recreation Ground 

to visit the Bowie Bandstand and 

discussed why it is an important 

landmark in our community. They 

all had their faces painted to look 

like Ziggy Stardust and they looked 

amazing!  

The sun was shining and they all 

had such a great time. 

Year 1 Teachers 



 

Bromley Well Young Carers Service  

Supports Young Carers aged 4 -19 who are helping to 

support or care for a parent, sibling, friend or relative 

at home. Click on the link 

above and see all the great ac-

tivities they have been up to 

this winter. 

 

NEW STAFF 

We are excited to welcome 4 new members of staff. We have Mrs Ashby; who was already part of the   Balgow-

an community, joining us as a Teaching Assistant in Reception and Year 1. Mrs Singhal who has joined us as an 

experienced Teaching Assistant is now helping in Year 4.  

As Buccaneers after school club is in high demand, we have recruited 2 additional members of staff to the club. 

We welcome Nataliia Dobrohorska; who was already part of our Balgowan   community and Joan Ayo who joins 

us from Churchfields School. Please get in contact if you need a space! 

BUCCANEERS DONATIONS 

Do you have any spare toys at home you are looking to 

get rid of? Buccaneers are looking for:  

• Animal/Dinosaur figures, 

• Happy land toys, 

• Sylvanian family toys 

• Dress up 

• Mini cars 

• Jigsaws 

• Role play and tea sets.  

Any donations would be gratefully received! 

Don’t forget to take part in a big 
bird watch  

Submit your results here until 

Thank you for all the parents who have  already signed up and 

started using Studybugs. It is the easy way to report your 

child’s absence. Please ensure that you report your child ab-

sent BY 9AM. The system is integrated with our systems so 

we know right away if your child is unaccounted for. It is quick 

and easy to register and automatically reminds you to keep us 

posted! 

We ask all parents to make sure they do not idle outside the 

school in their cars, or park inconsiderately or on the pave-

ment when picking up or dropping off your child.  

We also ask you to keep your dogs under control near the 

school gates and not block the pavement. We have children 

who are fearful of dogs. 

SCHOOL MESSAGES 

7 

LATE STUDENTS: We have registered 408 lates since September. Please ensure you drop your child off on 

time. We have a soft start operating and children can be dropped off between 8.45am-8.55am. Please try to 

send your children to school on time late children are very disruptive to the start of morning lessons. 

https://bit.ly/3WhtPMF
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/kids--schools/big-schools-birdwatch-downloads/survey-sheets-2021/327-0044-22-23_survey-tens-eng.pdf

