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A message from Mrs Veysey  
And just like that, another academic year has gone by. It has proved to be a very busy one with a raft of 

outstanding curriculum and enrichment  opportunities, which we do not take for granted. There are lots 

of highlights to look back at but plenty of challenges too; I am grateful to our supportive  Balgowan com-

munity who helped us overcome barriers and deal with the challenges. In short, it was a year like no oth-

er!   

 

The Balgowan community is united in its commitment to help others. In the past few months, It has been 

a great pleasure to be able to welcome a small number of Ukrainian pupils, whether for just a short time, 

or for the duration of their education. Children settled in well and new friendships began to form.  

 

We are all set up for a new academic year and I would like to remind you about the importance of attendance and punctuality. Unfortu-

nately, both have slipped this year and we did not meet the overall school attendance target of 97%. I am asking all parents and carers 

not to book holidays in term time. There is a clear link between child’s achievement and their attendance. ‘Working together to improve 

school attendance’ Dfe guidance states, ‘This is essential for pupils to get the most out of their school experience, including their attain-

ment, wellbeing, and wider life chances. The pupils with the highest attainment at the end of key stage 2 and key stage 4 have higher 

rates of attendance over the key stage compared to those with the lowest attainment. At KS2, pupils not meeting the expected standard 

in reading, writing and maths had an overall absence rate of 4.7%, compared to 3.5% among those meeting the expected standard. At 

KS4, pupils not achieving grade 9 to 4 in English and maths had an overall absence rate of 8.8%, compared to 5.2% among those achieving 

grade 41. The overall absence rate of pupils not achieving grade 9 to 4 was over twice as high as 

those achieving grade 9 to 5 (8.8% compared to 3.7%).’ There is now even a greater expectation 

on schools to monitor and improve both punctuality and attendance than in previous years. 

From September we will be following an updated NEST attendance policy which outlines the for-

mal steps the school needs to take to address poor punctuality and attendance. Good punctuali-

ty means to arrive to school BEFORE the bell goes at 855 am. There should be no children coming 

through the main office because the gates were already shut (an occasional lateness due to a 

valid reason is understandable but we will be closely monitoring persistent lateness from Sep-

tember). I am asking all parents for their cooperation to improve both attendance and punctuali-

ty.  

 

I would also like to emphasise the importance of school uniform. Based on your feedback to the 

school’s uniform survey, we have reviewed and sent an 

updated (agreed by the governors) uniform policy. The 

survey summary and the updated policy (with the parts 

highlighted in yellow for clarification) are supported by 

photos of the uniform, including PE kits, that should be 

worn to school. Please note that only plain navy 

shorts/leggings are part of the school PE kit. 

Only grey and white socks are allowed to be 

worn to school on any day, including PE days.  

Please read the communication carefully and 

purchase the correct uniform. As discussed with 

the governors, the school will be monitoring and 

enforcing the uniform policy more robustly from 

September.  Continued on page 2 

 

A goodbye from Miss Andrews.. 
I leave feeling extremely lucky to have worked at a school with such committed staff, 
wonderful families and amazing children! This job has certainly been as challenging as 
it has been rewarding, but it is time for me to develop new skills and enjoy my young 
family. In my next role, I will be working to prevent permanent school exclusion across 
the Bromley borough; it is a role I have been fulfilling on a secondment for the past 18 
months and still have much to learn! Thank you so much for the incredible trust and 
partnership so many of you have afforded me in supporting your children. I wish you 
all well and hope to hear about your children reaching their aspirations over the com-
ing years. With the warmest of wishes, Hayley Andrews. 

A special visitor! 

Reception children enjoyed a visit from 

Sophie the Dinosaur during their Dinosaur 

workshop earlier this month. 



Hi, my name is Miss Emma Smith.  I am going to be joining Balgowan Primary School in 

September as a HLTA. I’m really looking forward to starting my journey with you all and 

getting to know all the amazing children, parents and staff! Here are 3 fun facts about me:    

I absolutely love to sing! Although, I am not sure how good I am at it.  I love anything crea-

tive! Art and music are my favourite lessons.   I can speak a little bit of French.  

 

My name is Mrs Lorena Esteve and I am looking forward to starting at Balgowan as a HLTA. 
I am a qualified teacher and enjoy helping children learn!  I am interested in languages and 
sports. I like travelling because I am curious about how the world looks like and 
the different cultures we are surrounded with. I also like animals and nature and  my fa-
vourite pastime is walking my dog in the countryside. 

My name is Mrs Oumou Sesay and to make it easier for people, I like to be called Mo.  I am 

excited to start working in the Buccaneers team  from September. I like being around 

young people and their inquisitiveness is a source of learning for me every day. 

 

I have my own dance routine which I practise with my own children.  People say that I am a 

happy person because I am always smiling and  finding the best in every situation. 
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This term we are saying goodbye to three long-serving members of the school team: Mrs Fox, Mrs Lydford and Mrs Heath.  

After a long and successful career in education, Mrs Fox, our fantastic HLTA (Higher Level Teaching Assistant), has decided to take a well-deserved retire-

ment (not quite a retirement yet but nearly there). Mrs Fox committed 28 years to Balgowan children. During her fulfilling career, she had a positive impact 

on learning of many, many children. After many long but rewarding years at school, Mrs Fox can proudly say that she has made a difference in children’s 

lives!  Mrs Fox, a hard-working, dedicated member of staff, will be greatly missed. We do hope she will return every year for the KS2 Sports day to help us 

run her favourite event- a standing long jump. Mrs Fox dedicated many hours to this event and we can’t imagine it without her!   

 

Mrs Lydford, our Maths specialist teacher, has been associated with Balgowan Primary School in different roles for nearly 35 years. Before moving to un-

dertake school improvement work, Mrs Lydford worked as a class teacher here, at Balgowan. In the past years she worked one day a week helping children 

with their Maths, both supporting and challenging young mathematicians. Under her guidance, every year Balgowan children take part in regional and na-

tional Maths competitions and every year we have bronze, silver and gold medallists. She has been instrumental in revamping Maths curriculum  and  is 

leaving a strong legacy behind. We are indebted to her for developing Maths teaching at school and instilling love of Maths in our pupils. Thank you, Mrs 

Lydford! We hope to have Mrs Lydford back from time to time, in a consultancy role.  

 

Mrs Heath has worked as an admin officer at Balgowan school for 17 years. In the past she also supported the school in her role of a clerk to the FGB 

(governors). I remember admiring her shorthand in one of the governors’ meetings, as it allowed Mrs Heath to write as quickly as others spoke. An abbrevi-

ated symbolic writing method  is just one of Mrs Heath’s many skills and talents. She has never been the one to shy away from the challenge: whether it is 

to stay late at night to help with the Ofsted documentation or to accompany children to the outdoors adventure camp! Mrs Heath has dedicated many 

years to ensuing the office runs smoothly and the children, parents and staff are well looked after. Enjoy your retirement, Mrs Heath,  you have thoroughly 

deserved it!  

 

We welcome Miss Emma Smith, an HLTA, Mrs Lorena Esteve, an HLTA and Mrs Oumou Sesay, a Buccaneers club assistant. Please see a little bit about them 

below.  

 

In addition, we also have Ms Amanda Hobbs, Buccaneers club assistant, Mrs Anna Yastrebova,  Buccaneers club assistant, Mrs Emma Cray, a TA, Mrs Maria 

Gallego Montoro, a TA, and Mrs Natalie Taylor, a TA, starting with us in September. They are already members of the school community and are familiar 

with Balgowan. We are very excited to welcome our new recruits and congratulations to them all on their appointments.   Have  wonderful summer and we 

look forward to seeing the children back at school on SMonday, September 5th.   

 

Mrs Veysey 
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Visit from the Chocolate Museum 
 

On Monday 27th June, we had a visitor from the Chocolate Museum.  The workshop was all about the History of the Maya people and 

about chocolate.  Did you know that the ancient Maya civilisation were the first to discover chocolate? In the workshop, we got to feel and 

smell cocoa beans and we tasted cocoa nibs (grinded cocoa beans), cocoa butter and different flavoured chocolates.  Flavours you could try 

were chilli, ginger, lime , vanilla and orange.  Next, we made our own chocolates from chocolate 

ganache and for décor we added different flavoured sprinkles. 

 

Review: 

Everyone loved the workshop although the ganache kept melting on people’s hands! We learnt 

many things, like how chocolate/cocoa beans used to be very valuable to the Mayans and that they 

didn’t actually eat chocolate, but instead they drank it. 

 

Fun Facts! 

• The Mayans used cocoa beans as a gift for weddings and funerals. 

• You can find cocoa beans in South Africa, Asia and South America. 

• Traders used to give thins such as obsidian, jade, se salt, honey, cotton and quetzal feathers 

which are very valuable just for cocoa beans. 

• Quetzal feathers were from the Quetzal bird which the god of nature and science resembled. 

By Amanah and Lance—Year 4 

Year 5 Music Concert 
For our concert we played the steel pans and we sang some songs. We had 2 concerts for parents/carers, one in the morning and one in the 

afternoon.  For our concert we sang “Try Everything” and then 5CW played the steel pans, they played “Drunken Soldier” and “Balgowan 

Bamba”.  Next, we sang “Human “ and 5RS played “Drunken Soldier” and “Gummy Bears”.  After that we sang “Unstoppable” then our class 

(5ML) played “Round and Round” and “Macarena”.  It was a really fun experience.  Jasmine G , 5ML 
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Year 6 put on a spectacular performance of Grease last week.  Well done Year 6! 


