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 Balgowan June Newsletter 

 

A message from Mrs Veysey  
Dear Parents and Carers  

 

Only three weeks to go until the summer holiday. Though there is still so 

much that needs to be accomplished before then, we are all looking for-

ward to having a well-deserved break. I hope you have planned (or might 

still be planning) some time off for yourselves too.  

 

In June, the rest of the statutory assessments were carried out across the 

school: year 1 phonics screening check, Year 2 end-of-KS1 assessments 

and Year 4 multiplication tables check. Well done to all the children for 

trying their best. Parents will be informed of their child’s result in the end-

of-year report.  

 

We have resumed our parents’ forums, so called ‘Tea with Mrs V’. These 

have been set up to give an opportunity for parents and school leaders to 

celebrate successes, discuss EBIs ( Even Better Ifs) and come up with new 

ideas and solutions wherever possible. Open dialogue which is  based on 

trust and respect is the main principle that underpins this initiative.  In our meeting on the 17th June, we have covered a range of matters-from home-

work to parentpay. Certain points have been much easier to address, e.g. homework on GC was brought up and two perspectives were shared; year 6 

transition letter has been since put together by the year 6 teachers outlining how we prepare children for secondary schools; however such tricky issues 

as communication and pay360 will take longer to unpick. I would like to thank all class reps who attended the event: you were well-prepared, clear, ro-

bust but supportive.  

 

The end of this academic year has brought a few resignations from 

our very experienced staff.  Though it is always extremely sad to re-

ceive a resignation letter, I do understand that I can not keep our 

fantastic staff forever: we have retirements, promotions, different 

priorities in people’s lives etc.  Recruitment is one of the main chal-

lenges schools face nationally but I am pleased to report that with 

help from the trust, we are in a strong position again next year.  

 

Our much-loved, well-respected and very capable Inclusion Leader, 

Miss Hayley Andrews, is leaving Balgowan to start a new job which 

involves offering SEMH outreach support to other schools in the bor-

ough. This means not only Balgowan but many other schools will 

benefit from Miss Andrews’ expertise and experience. Miss Andrews 

has spent 8 years at Balgowan working first as a SENCO and then as 

an AHT for Inclusion. She is also the Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

She has been crucial in setting up robust systems for Safeguarding 

and SEND provision. The school owes her a lot for her leadership of 

these two key areas. Miss Andrews has been instrumental in contrib-

uting to the overall success of the school in the past years: her pas-

sion, drive and commitment to do her absolute best for the children 

is truly inspirational. Congratulations to Miss Andrews on her new, 

well-deserved role.  

 

I am pleased to let you know that after an intensive external recruitment, our very own Miss Natalie Graves (many of you will know her as a Year 6 teach-

er and also through various sporting and community events she has helped to organise and lead) has been appointed to the role of  SENCO (special 

needs coordinator). Miss Graves is not new to leadership having managed a team of staff in her previous job before she came to teaching. She has been 

working alongside Miss Andrews for the past year and is familiar with what Balgowan offers for our SEND pupils. She has a passion to help all children 

but especially those with additional needs. Congratulations to her on her new role.   Continued on page 1 

Reception Sports Day & Picnic – School 
Field 

Tuesday 5th July 

Year 6 Secondary Induction Days Tuesday 5th & Wednesday 
6th July 

Whole School Photograph Thursday 7th July 

Year 6 Show Thursday 14th July PM & 
Friday 15th July AM 

Year 6 PTA Disco Friday 15th July 

KS2 Sports Day – Norman Park Monday 18th July 

Summer Instrumental Concert Tuesday 19th July @14.30 

Family Evening Wednesday 20th July 16.00 
to 17.30 

Year 2 Performance Wednesday 20th July @ 
09.30 & Thursday 21st @ 
14.00 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Friday 22nd July @10am 

Balgowan celebrating the Queen's Jubilee on Friday June 10th. Many thanks to Fran-

cesca Brecciaroli of Piccolino Photos for this lovely photo. 
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Continued from front page… 

Mrs Rachel Smith, an excellent teacher and our D&T lead, has handed 

in her resignation after having worked at Balgowan for 14 years.  I 

must admit there was a delegation of us asking Mrs Smith to stay for 

at least one more year; but Mrs Smith wants to focus on other things 

in life- enjoying an early retirement with her husband, selling cakes in 

a shop or working as a Youtuber! (6SC children’s suggestion). We 

know that whatever Mrs Smith chooses to do next, she will be great 

at it.  

 

Mrs Katie Helt, a very experienced teacher (currently in charge of 

4HJ) and RE lead, will be leaving Balgowan after 15 years. Many chil-

dren were taught by Mrs Helt during this time; she can certainly say 

that she has made a difference! Mrs Helt feels this is the right time 

for her to leave as she wants to spend more time with the family.   

 

Mrs Ling, our 5 ML class teacher and a Forest School lead, will be 

leaving Balgowan at the end of this term. Mrs Ling has resigned so 

she can spend more time with her two young children. I am pleased 

that Mrs Ling is not leaving education completely, since her resigna-

tion she has secured a teaching job on 2 days a week at another 

school. This will allow her a better work-life balance.  

 

On behalf of the school, I would like to say a huge thank you to Miss 

Andrews, Mrs Smith, Mrs Helt and Mrs Ling for their work and com-

mitment to the school in the past years. Please join me in wishing 

them all the best for the future. 

 

I am pleased to welcome the new teachers who will be joining our 

busy school from September: Miss Penny Clark, Miss Lucy Schofield, 

Miss Suzy Pallett  and Miss Elena Morilla   Each teacher has sent a 

little message. Please see these on the back page  
 

Kind regards  

Maria Veysey  

Headteacher 
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French visit  

Last week some French students came to visit us at Balgowan. In the 
morning, we greeted each other by saying our name and age in 
French and English. We then taught them some English vocabulary by 
reading out a text and pointing out new words and their meanings. 
Using a wordsearch, our visitors also learnt some new adjectives.  

In the next lesson, we all drew a self-portrait with half of our face 
drawn in, and the other half showing our interests and hobbies. We 
then swapped our drawings with the French students and discussed 
our favourite hobbies. They sung a Beatles song for us which they had 
been learning in their English lessons. I found this very interesting as 
they had learnt the song so well. We also sang our favourite class 
song ‘Unstoppable’, which they loved.  

For lunch, we went to the playing field to have a packed lunch and 
play games and some of us met our penfriends. We were able to 
chat and get to know each other before they left. It was a really 
fun experience and I highly recommend it to other years. I hope to 
see them again.   

Lara—5RS 

Police Dog Visit – Friday 24th July 
We went up to the field and the police brought their special dogs with them.  There 

were  7 dogs in total.  They were all different sizes, the big ones were German Shep-

herds.  We got to stroke the smaller dogs. 

We were able to play with the police shields and some children held up shields and 

other children threw bean bags at the shield. We could try on some police clothes. 

They did a little demonstration, where they pretended to kidnap Mr Askham and 

they drove him around the field in a car! The police car (with the dogs inside) 

chased after the car and when the car stopped the police dogs bit off the (fake) arm 

of pretend kidnapper. 

There was a fake pistol, when the person fired it, it was really loud and the police 

dogs, ran to the person, jumped up and took the gun out of their hand! 

My favourite part was petting the little police dogs. 

Alice, 3JA 

Important  Reminders 
• Please can we ask parents/carers to be courteous and considerate 

when parking for drop offs and pick ups.  We have recently witnessed 

some dangerous parking: blocking the road and local residents’ drives, 

where children are crossing and also illegally parked. 

• The current term’s curriculum newsletters are updated on our website 

every term.  They are saved under the relevant year group on the Cur-

riculum tab from the home page. 

• Lost Property—Please can we remind you to label your children’s 

clothes and water bottles.  The unnamed lost property bin is overflow-

ing with items!  

• Children should not bring toys  (including Pokémon cards) into school 

with them. 

• Please do not send in sweets or give sweets out in the playground for 

birthdays; instead a signed book to give to the class/school on behalf 

of the birthday child would be perfect!  

• End of year reports will be sent to parents via parentmail on Thursday 

14th and Friday 15th July.  Attendance Certificates and Children’s re-

flections will be sent out as hard copies, during the last week of term.  

• UNIFORM—Thank you for responding to the survey; the results are 
being analysed. No change in uniform, however we are clarifying the 
policy - navy plain /sweatshirt-type  cardigans/jumpers only, with or 
without logo (no frilly cardigans), see uniform policy. Children will con-
tinue coming into school in their PE kits. Please invest in the correct 
kit! 
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Year 6 Residential—Kingswood 2022! 

Food  The food at Kingswood was exceptionally good. The breakfast menu consisted of a full English breakfast. It included hash browns, baked beans, sau-
sages and bacon. You could also get cereal, croissants and toast. For lunch Kingswood had a variety of different meals, such as we had many different types 
of chicken and chips.   

Rooms The luxurious bedrooms varied between twos to eights. They have extremely comfy mattresses with lovely feeling pillows. The extremely clean 
bedrooms had beautiful wardrobe areas to neatly place your clothes in.   

Activities  No doubt about it, no one wanted these parts to end. Most people’s favourite activity was raft building. You make a strong raft that you would 
then put onto the water and see if we could all get to the other end of the lake without the raft collapsing.  Another fun one that a lot of people enjoyed 
was called the leap of faith. Where you would climb up a long wooden pole and jump of it at the same time trying to hit a yellow sphere on your way down. 
There was an activity called night line. In this activity we were blindfolded and had to go through a simple obstacle course using teamwork to help us get 
along.  
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Forest School News  
 

Reception children were exploring what plants need for living. They planted their own bean (hopefully it is growing by 

now). They also got introduced to the traditional Japanese technique of transferring plant image onto the fabric by 

beating the color into the material.  

 

Year six children were learning some knots, tried some team building games and they made seed bombs with wild 

flowers, so watch out for explosion of colours in your garden. 

 

Unfortunately our planter didn’t win this year but it had special mention by judges in the best horticultural display.  

 

The children from the gardening club are starting to dig the potatoes ready for the summer fair so please come and 

buy some of these locally grown (by your kids), organic, zero  CO2 footprint, yummy potatoes. 

 

Thank yous:   Big thank you to all the volunteers ( Emma, Frank, Kian, Kalp, Jon, Raph, Joshua, Olivia, Sophia, Ezra and 

Ved) who came to plant the flowers rescued from Chelsea flower show, clear some brambles and  build the storage 

place for the forest school  building materials.  Thank you to all volunteers who are coming to the Forest School ses-

sions in all weathers. It wouldn’t be possible without you.  A massive thank you to Diego and Russell for all the dona-

tions to the Forest School.  

 

Please keep them coming as our Forest School is not sustainable at the moment and we need more wood/ sticks for 

fire and building and more pipes, fabric, wool, string, rope etc for other exciting activities.   Enjoy the beautiful weath-

er.    Aga (Forest School Leader) 
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Life long ago workshop   

 On Monday 16th of May, we did the life long ago science workshop. We uncovered dinosaur 
fossils of three categories: carnivores; herbivores; other life.  Chris, (the director) before we be-
gan the fossil hunt,  told us about how long ago the dinosaurs became extinct (65 million years 
ago).  Once we had a discussion about dinosaurs and how long ago they existed, he separated us 
into groups and put us at different stations to begin the fossil hunt. Some of the stuff you could 
uncover was: a small pterodactyl, an iguanodon, a large claw and an ichthyosaur skull. We had to 
uncover them all with brushes to see what they actually were underneath the sand. Once your 
group had a turn, we had to cover the fossils back up so the next group could uncover them.  

In our groups, we had to separate into pairs so if there were larger fossils (such as the iguanodon 
foot) you could work together to uncover it instead of sitting doing nothing and not getting a turn 
and waiting for the rest of your group to uncover their fossils and waiting to move on to the next 
station. The workshop was absolutely amazing and we all wish it could have been longer. Chris 
was amazing- he made the whole experience ten times better.  

Facts we learnt  

• Some sauropods had 2 brains: one of them controlled the tail and one of them controlled 

the minor brain and the rest of the body  

• Carnivores would have had to be extremely light because lots of them had to jump onto 

their prey’s back to attack, the family that the t-rex is in would be an exception as they would 
usually go for the killing blow by biting the neck   

• The dinosaurs would have gone extinct due to starvation as the smoke clouds from the me-

teor storm 65 million years ago blocked out the sun, causing the plants to die so the herbivores 
couldn’t survive. The carnivores would have killed each other for food and eventually died of 
starvation as no food sources were left (large enough to feed the great-sized creatures): Tyranno-
saurus rex, Pterodactyl, Brachiosaurus, Stegosaurus, Triceratops, Argentinosaurus Velociraptor, 
Allosaurus       
 
I wish we could have done this all over again; it was such a fun experience and we all learnt a 
bunch about dinosaurs.  
Audrey & Charlie 6CR  

Buccaneer News 
Our Bucca-
neers wanted 
to say a big 
thank you to 
Fiesta Parties 
run by a parent 
at Balgowan 
for the games 
equipment 
they lent us 
during our 
afternoon ses-
sion a few weeks ago. They had so much fun and en-
joyed playing games together, creating competitions 
and showing their team-working skills. 
 
Reception classes have had lots of fun being creative last 
week! They’ve been busy making figures and models 
from play dough, spaghetti and other arts and crafty 
bits. Well done Reception!  

New traverse climbing wall at 
the school field  
I am pleased to confirm that we had a new trav-
erse climbing wall installed at the school playing 
field during the school holidays. This project was 
largely driven by Mrs Bassett. The wall is a fantas-
tic addition to the school field. Mrs Cosgrove 

Year 5 visit to Hampton Court Palace 
We went to Hampton Court Palace with the whole of year 5.  We left at 9am and arrived there by 

10.30am.  When we arrived, we checked out Henry VIII’s apartment.  There was a great hall with 

eavesdroppers hanging on the ceiling.  Ann Boleyn’s symbol was a falcon and appeared on the 

gold ceiling.  After that, we went to a workshop and it was very interesting.  We were shown old 

artifacts in the workshop.  We sat under yew trees and ate our lunch.  We went into Tudor kitch-

ens and there were lots of spices that were spelt differently.  Then we went home on the coach.  

It was a very enjoyable  experience! Grace and 

Daisy 5CW 

Defibrillator update 
Further to the amazing fundraising efforts of our Balgowan Community and a generous contribution from the Beckenham Strollers, we are 
delighted to confirm that we will shortly have 2 defibrillators in place; one at the school and one at our school field. Unfortunately there has 
been a national shortage of defibrillators available which has caused a delay in procuring these. We hope to have them in place within the 
next 2 weeks. 
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My name is Penny Clark and I am delighted to be joining  
Balgowan in September!  For the past eight years, I have been 
teaching in Abu Dhabi but am now looking forward to being back 
in the UK.  In my spare time, I enjoy reading, travelling and  net-
ball.  With over ten years experience in the classroom, I am excited 
for the new year ahead and look forward to sharing lots of fun, 
enthusiasm and memorable moments with your children.      

My name is Suzy Pallett and I am passionate about helping chil-
dren to learn, that’s why I became a teacher. I love mastering 
Maths in the everyday life (from doing budgets to recording my 
track times!), as well as reading a range of literature- from novels 
to non-fiction. I am an enthusiast of languages and different cul-
tures. I am also a keen runner and netballer.  I can’t wait to join 
Balgowan and meet children in my class.  

Hannah’s success playing for the  
Orpington and Bromley District  football team! 
Hannah in 5RS has played for the team this past year, playing a year up.  The team had a hugely successful year, winning 
all their games and picking up five trophies, which included: 
1) the Kent Girls Super Fours Premiership; 
2) the Kent Girls Super League; 
3) the Kent Girls Super Cup; 
4) the South East Regional Cup; and the big one(!) ... 
5) The English Schools National Cup Final vs Liverpool Schools! 
In winning the National Cup, the team were crowned the best girls primary team in England! 
Hannah will hopefully be picked for the team again next year (they have their final trial today) and her sister Florence has 
also been asked back for that trial.  Amazing,  well done Hannah!  

Lloric signs for Arsenal ! 
 
Earlier in the year we notified you that 
Lloric received an offer from Millwall. In 
the end there were several teams that 
wanted to sign him, so he chose  Arsenal. 
Fantastic, well done Lloric! 

Hello! I'm Lucy Schofield. I’ve just finished my teacher training and 
I’m really looking forward to being a Balgowan teacher in Septem-
ber, can’t wait to meet you, my new class!  I love all things relating 
to musical theatre and my favourite hobbies are singing and 
acting ! 

Meet our new members of teaching staff... 

Hi,  I’m Elena Morilla and I will be the new Reception teacher in 
September. I have just completed my teacher training and am 
really looking forward to being part of Balgowan Primary School. 
I have loved my training and now can’t wait to have a class of 
my own and teach your wonderful children! 
 


