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May Newsletter 
A message from Mrs Veysey  
Dear Parents/Carers  
May has been an important  month for our Year 6 and Year 2 children. After a two year break, the national statutory assessments are back. 
Both Year 6 and 2 had to sit their end of Key Stage assessments in English and Maths. For older pupils, this was their first experience of 
sitting an exam in test conditions, something they will have to do many times in the future. I must admit, they all displayed a calm attitude 
and stayed focussed throughout the week. The test papers have been sent for marking; the results will be shared with you through your 
child’s report at the end of the academic year. I would like to acknowledge all the hard work that children and staff accomplished for the 
exams; really well done. 
  
We are pleased to have restarted our forums and workshops for parents. Our most recent talk on 17th May updated you on the school’s 
initiative ‘Thinking Matters’, and new teaching methods in Maths.   Both presentations can be found on the school website. Thank you to 
all parents who joined us on the day. It was fantastic to see so many of you attend.  
  
In addition to informing you, we also continue seeking your views on various matters: a school uniform policy survey has been sent out 
(please take a few minutes to respond to it) https://forms.gle/ADFtA3udJTwrZqzc9  and the parents’ forum , so-called ‘Tea with Mrs V’ will 
take place on Friday 17th June (an invitation has been sent to the class reps).  
 
This year we continue our work on diversity and inclusion. At the trust-level, we have a new Equality and Diversity policy; this is in addition 
to the school’s single equality policy that outlines our objectives linked to the school development plan. All protected characteristics are 
carefully considered. Last year, the focus was on race education for all; this year staff received training on LGBTQ+ and this started a mean-
ingful conversation amongst staff who gained some confidence and knowledge in being able to deal with very sensitive issues in the most 
appropriate way. Alongside teaching statutory RSE curriculum, which covers such topics as different types of families, additional training 
was required so staff felt prepared to answer questions that children might ask us. Our approach has always been and will remain meas-
ured, child-led, age-appropriate, and well-informed.    
  
Mrs Stennett, our talented HLTA and a popular member of staff, is leaving at the end of this half term to pursue a different career. She ded-
icated twelve years to Balgowan, supporting children in various roles. Many children have received support for their learning from her. In 
addition, every year she would organise a bulb planting competition so children could have fun growing their own daffodils. Mrs Stennett 
has also worked as our unofficial production manager, setting up the backdrops for the various shows. It is very difficult to see Mrs Sten-
nett leave us, but we are very grateful for her work at Balgowan and we wish 
her all the best for the future!  
  
Have a lovely half term break. 
Best wishes  
Mrs Veysey 

REMINDER: School Lunch Payments  
• All school lunches must be paid for in advance via 

Pay360 or using a barcode supplied by the school office 

that can be taken to the post office to make payment.  

• Please do not request a meal for your child unless pay-

ment has been made in advance. 

• Parents who don’t want their child to have a school 

lunch, are welcome to provide a healthy packed lunch.  

The cost for school meals for the next half term will be 

£81.60 for 34 days  

If you believe that you may qualify for Free School Meals’ 

entitlement, please contact the office for more details. This 

allowance is a statutory right. It is important that you use it if 

you qualify. We can help you with your application or you can 

make it online by clicking here.  

Many thanks in advance  

Mrs D McCarthy  

Year 4 - Pirates vs Mermaids 

Year 4 performed our play at the end of April.  It was called Pirates vs Mer-
maids. We rehearsed a lot 
and we think it went really 
well because everyone acted 
really well and made it very 
funny. It was also good be-
cause there were nice songs 
to sing. We had realistic cos-
tumes and the background on 
the stage was really good. We 
hope the parents enjoyed 
watching it! 4AC class 

https://forms.gle/ADFtA3udJTwrZqzc9


BMX Workshop 
When the BMX’s came in we started with a 
warm up to get used to the bike, we did that 
in pairs. They showed us lots of tricks includ-
ing: Titanic, the can can and lots more. The 
teachers names were Mike and Daniel, they 
taught us (the Year 6’s) and the Year 5’s. At 
the end of week, they did a show and chose a 

few people to 
show all the tricks, 
which did look 
amazing and took 
a lot of courage. 
The lessons were 
fun and enjoyable 
for all of us.   
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Scooter Workshops 
During 12th &13th May, Super Scooters visited 

Balgowan.  This workshop was especially  de-

signed for Reception, Year 1 and  2. First , we 

put on our helmets, elbow and knee pads and 

we were ready to ride. After that Team Rubo-

con put us into groups of 3 per 1 scooter.   

 

Our first challenge was to use our scooter skills 

to weave in and out of cones (in an 8 shape) 

without crashing into other scooters.  When we 

had done that we had to try again but this time 

not hitting Team Rubocron! We also had to 

scoot in a straight line, using our brakes to stop on the white 

line and then use our brakes to stop back at our group.  It was 

so much fun and we know 

that everyone and Team 

Rubocron had as much fun 

as we did! We hope more 

people are encouraged to 

ride 2 wheeled scooters. 

Amelie and Oscar 2AS 

Skateboarding Workshops 
Last week Year 3 and Year 4 were lucky enough 
to take part in skateboarding workshops in 
school. We learnt about the different parts of 
the skateboard, to push and glide on the skate-
boards to move ourselves along as well as 
learning to do lots of tricks, such as pancake 
jumps. I learnt to always keep my feet on the 
bolts so the skateboard didn't tip. My favourite 
part was learning so many new tricks, even 
though I kept falling off!  Jack, Smayan and 
Darcey - 4JB 
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Buccaneers’ News 
 
Golf at Buccaneers  
All the children at Buccaneers got to try out their Golf skills outside last week. Children from reception up to year 6 had a go 

at the Putting and Chipping games and everyone involved had a lovely afternoon. 
PGA Golf Professional Dean said that the children are continually developing their 
skills and hopes many of them will continue to play more Golf in 
the future. 
 
 
Buccaneers Arts and Crafts 
Since returning from the Easter holidays Buccaneers children have 
had lots of fun with various themed activities, creating a variety of 
beautiful artwork and projects. 

Power2Inspire 

On Tuesday 17th May, our school 
took part in a Power2Inspire day. An 
inspirational man called John Willis 
visited our school, explained to us 
how he had overcome lots of obsta-
cles in his life and taught us some 
inclusive sports games. There were 5 
overall; sitting volleyball, a seating 
down beanbag game on a target mat, 
seated netball, boccia and goalball. In 
goalball, you wore a blindfold and 
your team mates had to give instructions about where to move 
in order to still a ball (with bells in) hitting the bench. Personally, I 
had tons of fun!  https://www.power2inspire.org.uk/   
Zak - 5ML  

Year 3 and year 4 Cross Country  
Year 3 and year 4 Cross Country was on Saturday 
21st May at Crystal Palace park. The race was 1800 
metres and 1410 children entered from all Bromley 
schools. Balgowan had 76 runners in the 4 races. In 
the Y4 girls race I came 14th and in the Y4 boys race I 
came 54th.  
Isla and Johann - 4HJ 
 

https://www.power2inspire.org.uk/
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Forest School News 
 

Year 2 children were learning about living things and their habitats. They extended the biodiversi-

ty of the Forest School site by adding a pond, a wormery and by growing more vegetables on the 

field. They learned about ‘minibeasts' living in the field area and created observational drawings as 

well as clay models of the species they found. They were looking after the garden by watering and 

weeding it. They also tried a variety of plants/herbs from the garden like sorrel leaf, lemon balm 

and peppermint tea. 

 

New Reception children were introduced to the field by treasure hunts: the nature hunt and the pirate hunt. They enjoyed both ; the experi-

ence has also helped them  built confidence in using the ‘Big Field’ and all the materials in a safe and meaningful way. 

 

A big thank you to:  

All the parents who support the sessions every week in all weathers. 

The PTA for sponsoring the pond for the Forest School.  

The Urban Worm for supplying us with super worms. 

Mrs Heath for donating logs to the FS and amazing stag beetle larvae living in it. 

The children from the lunch time gardening club who created an amazing planter which is 

almost ready for the super bloom competition.  

 

Reminders: 

Dear parents/carers, could you please send the chil-

dren in appropriate clothes for FS. Long sleeves (thin 

cotton) are recommended as we have stinging nettles 

and brambles at the site. Sun cream and a hat for hot weather and wellington 

boots when it is raining. We are going to the FS in all weathers but inappropriate 

clothing might make it less enjoyable for your children. I would also like to  re-

mind you that in order to safeguard the children, adults supporting the sessions 

are  not allowed to take photos on their personal mobile phones.  Aga 

Young Voices 

On Tuesday 24th May, the year 5s and 6s went to the O2 to sing with young voices.  We travelled on coaches, 
when we arrived everyone was very excited to start singing.  When rehearsals began, we sang O’fortuna—a 
song in Latin. After we finished rehearsals we went to go and have our dinner. At 7:00pm the show began, 

some of our favourite songs were:  

Pop medley, including songs like Titanium; Reach 
for the Stars, Still Standing and The Beatles Melo-
dy.   

It was an amazing experience that we wish we 
could do again!  
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PTA NEWS 

 
PTA EASTER TRAIL 

It seems a long way away now but during Easter holiday the PTA held our Easter trail. 
The sun shone for us and it was wonderful to see the community together again.  Activi-
ties included arts and crafts, face painting, a bouncy castle, hoopla, guess the number of 
mini eggs and a nearly new book sale.  We also had a visit from the Easter bunny!  For 

the trail itself children had to look for clues in the neigh-
bourhood to win an Easter Egg.  Thank you to every-
body who helped on the day and with the preparation 
beforehand.  We raised just over £1,000!! 
 
Congratulations to our egg decorating winners who re-
ceived a goodie bag. 
Oliver H in RJB (rabbit) 
Maliyah in RCS (monster egg family) 
Ruby 2AS (blue rabbit) 
Mico 3KB (Pikachu) 
Thanks to everyone who made an egg - they were all brilliant!  
 
Well done to Sammie 1AM who won the mini eggs with her guess of 205 eggs (it was 210!). 
 

 
OUR FIRST EVER COLOUR RUN 
Thank you to all the participants and supporters who helped make our Colour Run an incredible success.  We were able to raise £1,100 
through this event and share some wonderful moments with the parents, staff and students of Balgowan Primary School on a lovely sunny 
afternoon.  Given the positive feedback from this event, we will certainly hope for an encore next year.  
 
 
For more information on upcoming events, including the Jubilee Gingerbread Crown Raffle go to 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta 
 
 
Dates for the diary 
Saturday 16th June – 2022 Football Tournament 
Saturday 2nd July – Summer Sizzle (food, fun and inflatables at the field!) 
 
If you want to be involved in the planning, preparation or generally helping out at 
either event please contact us at balgowanpta@gmail.com.  We would love to have 
you on board. 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/balgowanpta
mailto:balgowanpta@gmail.com
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Youth Korfball Inter-area Success! 
In November last year, 3 of our talented Year 5/6 pupils: Elias (5RS) and Leila and Grace (both 6NG), were selected to represent the U11 

London regional squad in the Youth Interarea Korfball Competition- the most prestigious youth korfball event in the country.   

Korfball is a fast-paced sport similar to basketball and netball but is unique in that it is played with mixed gender teams of 4 men/boys and 4 

women/girls.  It is taught as part of our PE curriculum at Balgowan, in Years 3 and 4 and we also have a popular after school club for years 3-

6 run by Bromley Korfball. 

On Sunday 1st May Elias, Grace and Leila travelled to Harrow with the rest of their London Team mates to face other area/county teams 

from around the country.  They played 6 matches throughout a tense day of competition winning their 1st 2 matches 4-1 and 4-2.  Their final 

match of the morning was against local rivals Kent.  There was lots of fantastic shooting and defending by both teams, but London emerged 

the 4-2 victors with 2 goals from Elias and 1 from Leila. 

London was in the lead going into the afternoon games- but not by much!  They faced a strong Norfolk team in their first match of the after-

noon, finishing with a 2-2 draw.  They won their next match against Cambridge 3-0.  The final game of the day was against Kent for a second 

time!  Kent needed to win the match to secure first place, while London needed a draw or a win.  The match got off to a tense start with 

neither team being able to score a goal.  Eventually a quick-thinking pass from Grace resulted in Elias scoring the first goal.  It wasn’t long 

before Kent sneaked past London’s defences to level the score.  

There followed a tense, nail biting 10 minutes where both 

teams had many shots on goal, but the ball didn’t drop for ei-

ther team.   London was on a final attack, having had more pos-

session throughout the game, when the whistle finally blew.  

London and Kent drew the final match, but London emerged 

unbeaten victors due to their earlier results. 

Huge congratulations to Elias, Grace and Leila- Area Korfball 

Champions!  All 3 contributed significantly to the result with 

some passionate defence and between them they scored 10 of 

the 16 goals for their team! 

It was a fantastic weekend of korfball with Balgowan and ex 

Balgowan pupils representing all age groups from U11 to U17.  

London took home 3 of the 4 gold medals; wining at U11, U13 

and U15, while the U17 team came 3rd. 
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Out of school achievements…. 

Junior Kayaking 
Slalom  
Ellington (Year 6) represent-
ed Bromley Borough in the 
London Youth Games 2022 
at the Olympic Water Park 
in Junior Kayaking 
Slalom. Bromley came 
9th out of 18 Bor-
oughs— a superb 
achievement & com-
mitment. 
 
He met and was 
awarded his certifi-
cate by Olympic Gold 
Medallist Joe Clarke. 
Well done Ellington! 

Kent National 
League Tennis  
Ayato (2JJ) and his squad won 
first place in the Kent National 
League 8 and under tennis com-
petition with his club Parklangely 

last week-
end. Well 
done Aya-
to! 
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Future Dates for your Diary  

Queen’s Jubilee – school closed Monday 6th June 

School Jubilee Celebration Friday 10th June PM 

Eco Music Workshop Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th June 

Kingswood trip – Year 6 Monday 20th - Friday 24th June 

Reception – Dinosaur Workshop Friday 1st July 

PTA Summer Fair Saturday 2nd July 

Year 5 Parents – Secondary Transition Meeting Monday 4th July  6.30pm 

KS1 Sports Day – School Field Monday 4th July 

Reception Sports Day & Picnic – School Field Tuesday 5th July 

Year 6 Secondary Induction Days Tuesday 5th & Wednesday 6th July 

Whole School Photograph Thursday 7th July AM 

Year 6 Show Thursday 14th July PM & Friday 15th July AM 

Year 6 PTA Disco Friday 15th July 

KS2 Sports Day – Norman Park Monday 18th July  

Family Evening  Wednesday 20th July 4pm 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Friday 22nd July AM 


