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 October-November Newsletter 
A message from Mrs Veysey 

Dear Parents/Carers  

We are officially out of amber measures and even though we are still operating in bubbles, having access to the wider enrichment opportu-

nities again is certainly very exciting. We can now plan Christmas festivities and other events in line with the received advice.  

The following Christmas celebrations are planned for the children: 

Christmas Tree is arriving today  

Santa’s Grotto will go ahead on Friday 10 December (with additional restrictions, e.g. entry for the  ticket-holders only) 

Christmas year group Assemblies  

Reception Nativities  

Unfortunately our Christmas Carol service at the church has had to be cancelled but we will try our best to ensure children are still enjoying 

their festive season.  

The Covid difficulties did not shift our focus from learning and teaching; data from last year has been analysed and the gaps in learning 

caused by the Covid pandemic were identified. Several quality assurance visits and conversations took place between NEST and school 

leaders. I am pleased to say that our data is strong and compares favourably to other schools; though of course we do have some impact of 

school’s closure on children’s learning, last academic year teachers, TAs and CUP tutors did a very good job helping children to catch up.  

This year we received additional funding (a modest but a very welcomed sum as it is in addition to our normal GAG funding) called recov-

ery premium and school-led tutoring. There is detailed guidance what and how we can spend it on; our most vulnerable children will con-

tinue being a priority.  

Balgowan remains a popular school in the local community: the high level of interest from prospective parents is a testimony of that. How-

ever we do have a few families who have relocated recently (Covid pandemic has a lot to do with this); as a result we have spaces in some 

year groups. If you know some friends or family who plan to move to Beckenham, please encourage them to choose Balgowan for their 

children.  

This term we have said good-bye to Mrs Cross, who worked as a Teaching Assistant with different children across all Key Stages. She has 

done very well to support progress of individual children. It was sad to see her leave. Mrs Cross has moved on to work for a secondary 

school. In addition, at the end of this term, our well-regarded, experienced admin 

officer Mrs Sealey  will be leaving Balgowan. Mrs Sealey first joined Balgowan as a par-

ent, then she became a Teaching Assistant and lately she has been working as an ad-

min officer. She has done a fantastic job helping run a busy admin office in the past few 

years- a very demanding and challenging role that requires a great deal of multi-tasking 

and prioritising on a daily basis. Mrs Sealey is unique- did you know she is the only 

member of staff who knows all our families? She will be impossible to replace. Mrs 

Sealey will continue her career as an administrator but for the NHS. We say a big thank 

you to Mrs Sealey and wish her success in her new job.  

Mrs Veysey 

Regular Reminders…. 
• The medical room is in need of used tracksuit bottoms and boys spare socks.  We 

would appreciate any spares you may  have.

• Please label!  Labelled lost property can be easily returned to your child’s class. 
The unlabelled lost property bin is overflowing!

• Absence—where possible, please email the school office with notice of a child's 
absence before 9am.  The phone lines are extremely busy that time in the morning 
and this will ensure the office  is aware and has a reason for your child’s absence.

• Water Bottles - We are no longer in a position to provide temporary bottles so 
please ensure your child always has one in school.  There are lots of lost ones in 
lost property!

Dates for the Diary 
6th December  - RCS Nativity 

7th December  - RJB Nativity  

8th December  - RJO Nativity  

10th December - Christmas Lunch & Jumper Day 

PTA Santa’s Grotto (after school) 

17th December  - Christmas Assemblies & Last day 

4th January - Inset Day (no children at school) 

5th January  - First day of term  

14th January -Year 5 & 6 to Young Voices at the O2 
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Forest School News 
Balgowan has been awarded Veolia Community grant funding to deliver its Veg and fedge project helping to reduce 

waste , promote healthy diets, boost outdoor play and improve biodiversity. We are looking for eager students and 

parents to help us build and look after this exciting new interactive garden. If you are interested please contact Aga 

Sutcliffe (Forest school Leader) Miss Sillicot  ( Eco warriors)  or Dough Simpson (PTA Eco- Rep).  

 

Forest school received lots of donations this Autumn.  We had over 70 

plants donated after the Chelsea Flower show via Wayward Plants charity 

which children from year one and year three have now planted.  

 

Members of ‘Slow Football’ and parents from Reception donated lots of 

spring bulbs. We are very grateful to have them and are pleased to inform 

you that we have almost planted them all. Hopefully they will blossom in 

spring for all of us to enjoy.   

 

Children from year three were learning about the Stone age era in Science. 

In Forest school they had a chance to become archeologists and dig out the 

ancient bones, make their own bow and arrow, recognise the poisonous 

plants and create the shaman’s headdress. They enjoy their sessions as long 

as they can stay warm so please remember to provide lots of warm clothing 

on Forest school days ( at least 5 layers + hat, scarf  and gloves) . Thank you 

very much to all of the lovely parents who came  to support the sessions, please 

carry on coming. You are playing a vital part.  

 

Children in Reception classes had their sessions in the front garden (due to their 

change time table). They  learnt about hibernation, they created little hedgehogs 

out of pinecones and clay and built tiny winter houses for them.  

 

Enjoy the winter season and stay warm  -  Aga Sutcliffe  (Forest School Leader)  

Welcome back to the School Library! 
After almost 19 months closed, we were thrilled that Balgowan School Library 
was able to reopen the week before half-term so that pupils could organise 
their holiday reading.  And the library had never been busier with record num-
bers of loans in that first week.  Mrs Abbott and the parent librarians were ably 
supported by our new team of pupil librarians who did a tremendous job deal-
ing with the crowds.   
 
A third of Year 6 pupils applied to be pupil librarians this year and Mrs Abbott 
spent a wonderful day interviewing them all – what a lovely bunch of students 
and such a difficult decision to make!  We now have a fantastic team of 12 
pupil librarians -  Asha, Eleanor, Ellington, Eva, Evan, Hadi, Hannah, Isobel, Lei-
la, Molly, Niall and Rowena.  Next time you come into the library, come and 
see their All About Me posters and find out more about them.  
 
We also have new parent librarians running lunchtime sessions this year, so 
along with Mrs Peatie and Ms Ridgeway, we now also have Mrs Conway, Mrs 

McEvoy, Mrs Bennett and Ms Winter.  We were so happy to welcome them all that it really was a huge disappointment to have to close the 
library again due to tighter Covid measures; nevertheless work continues behind the scenes and brand-new books will be on the shelves 
when the children return, along with the much anticipated Christmas books!   
 
Rest assured that Mrs Abbott will be in touch just as soon as we are allowed to reopen and cannot wait to see the library buzzing with 
Balgowan children once again.  In the meantime, HAPPY READING! Mrs Abbott—School Librarian 
 



October / November 2021  

October/November 2021  

PTA Halloween Trail  
Thank you to those who took part in the PTA Halloween trail and the families that deco-
rated their homes for us.  They looked amazing!  Well done to all the goody bag winners 

and to Lucas Collis who won the edible haunt-
ed house donated by Anya's Gingerbread.  What an 
incredible prize! 
 
We raised around £700 towards our KS1 playground 
fund from this event and have loved hearing how 
much the children enjoyed it. 
Mrs Phillips  
 

Be Bright Be Seen Day 2021 
On Tuesday 15th November, the JTAs organised a day for every-

body called Be Bright Be Seen day. Everybody comes in their 

brightest clothes to spread an important message: Wear bright 

clothes in the dark so you can be seen on the road. It was also 

road safety week so all of the classes learnt about being safe on 

the road. 

Each class had an assembly about this important day. Some clas-

ses had a quiz at the end and a few children even won prizes!   All of the children had a really good day in their brightest clothes.     

 Alessandra 6CR 

School Travel Survey 

Bromley Living Streets, a local charity, is getting in touch with a 
short ‘school travel’ survey to help Bromley schools and Bromley 
Council identify priority interventions which can make it safer for 
children to walk, cycle or scoot to school. The survey should only 
take 5 minutes to complete. 

Last year’s survey received an overwhelming 5,500 responses from 
parents across the borough, resulting in an amazing dataset to in-
form decision-making in London Borough of Bromley, so that the 
council can tackle challenges like air pollution, road safety and con-
gestion.  Please find the survey here: https://
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9QLGNDD 

Science Quiz! 
On Tuesday November 
30th, two teams from 
Balgowan competed in 
the National Science Quiz. 
They were presented with 
some very challenging 
questions, like: who in-
vented the electric battery 
and what layer of the at-
mosphere contains the ozone layer? Both teams were off to go a great 
start, team 2 was in first place for round one and third place for round 
two. Team 1 moved all the way up from 24th place to 7th place. In the 
end, the teams finished 25th and 34th out of 81 schools across the 
country. Go Balgowan!    Max  6CR 

Year 4 Roman Day  
On Roman day we came 
dressed up as either a Celt or a 
Roman. We learnt about Ro-
man numerals, we made Ro-
man shields and also made our 
Roman purses. After our 
shields were dry we made a 
Roman tortoise formation and 
a shield wall. just like they did 
in Roman times when they 
were in battle. 
Charlotte 4HJ 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9QLGNDD
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9QLGNDD


October / November 2021  

October / November 2021  

Balgowan Netball  
The Balgowan netball team have been very busy training for important 

tournaments. On the first round of the Bromley competition, the three 

Balgowan teams (A, B and C) did very well. Unfortunately there was 

only two spaces to qualify for the next round and eight teams partici-

pating in the tournament. The B and C team of Balgowan came joint 

second in their group of 6, recording only one loss (and they drew 

against each other!) and the A team managed to qualify for the next 

round by winning their group. 

The A team got a few training sessions before covid-19 restrictions 

stopped us. The team that made it to the Bromley Final was made up 

of: Grace (6NG), Megan (6NG), Leila (6NG), Blake (6NG), Sophia (6SC), 

Lorenzo (6SC) and Zac (6SC). 

At the finals competition, there were 3 other opponents that the A 

team had to face. Those teams included Hayes, Warren Road and Bish-

op Challoner. We played exceptionally well in challenging conditions 

(the floor was super slippery and Blake even managed to do the splits whilst keeping his footwork legal!), winning all our three games (7-0, 

2-0 & 4-1 respectively). 

This means that we are the champions of Bromley! In the Spring, we will be representing Bromley in the London Youth Games against the 

champions of the other 31 London Boroughs. We are extremely proud of our achievement and look forward to the Spring Term!  

The London Youth Games is the largest youth sports competition in Europe and is the pinnacle of primary school sports.  

Written by Grace, Megan & Leila.  

Cross Country 
 
On Saturday 20th November, the Y5 and Y6 cross country races took 
place at Crystal Palace park. There were over 50 schools taking part 
and each race had more than 300 pupils running. A very big well done 
to all pupils that attended weekly training sessions and ran on the 
day. We had some fantastic results and some very impressive finish-
es, including sisters Julia (Y5) and Klara (Y6) who coincidental-
ly both finished in 23rd place in their respective races, and Fletcher 
(Y5) who finished in 11th place! Deserving a mention of his own, Sun-
ny in Y5 (who finished in 13th place last time but was determined to 
beat that this year) finished in 5th place out of over 350 runners - 
very impressive, well done!  
 
Training for Year 3 and Year 4 pupils will begin in January with the 
races due to be in March 2022 - date TBC. 

 

Football  
At the start of November some of the girls’ football 

team attended a tournament run by the Crystal Pal-

ace academy foundation. The girls did an amazing 

job coming second in their group, narrowly missing 

out qualification by one point! Highlight for the girls, 

they got to meet ex Crystal Palace legend, Mark 

Bright. The girls did an amazing job on the day; great 

teamwork; lots of improvements on their own game 

plus as a team and just had fun! Well done girls, you 

did me proud.  Miss Graves 


