
Reception            
Curriculum Letter 

Autumn 2022 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome to Reception. We hope that you had a lovely summer holiday and are 

looking forward to the year ahead. Our topic for this half term is “Amazing Me!” 

with a focus on nursery rhymes.  We will also be looking at the books, ‘Elmer’ and ‘It’s 

okay to be different’. Throughout this topic we will be thinking about ourselves, 

considering some of our similarities and some of our differences that make us 

unique! Below and overleaf, we have outlined what we will be covering as part of this 

topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Physical Development 

Children will be given daily opportunities to develop their 

fine and gross motor skills. For fine motor skills they will 

be using puppets, jigsaws, peg boards, paint brushes, 

pencils, felt pens, chalks, scissors, construction, play 

dough and bead threading equipment. They will develop 

their gross motor skills in the outdoor learning 

environment by using large construction materials, large 

chalks, sand and water play, riding on the bikes and 

trikes and using hoops and balls. During PE lessons the 

children will be encouraged to move safely and with 

imagination, making use of the space around them and 

finding different ways of moving. This will help them 

with developing their spatial awareness. Children will 

develop their coordination and balancing skills too. 

 PE days for each class are as follows:  

RJO- Thursday 

REM- Tuesday 

RNJ- Wednesday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language 

Children will develop their listening skills by 

responding to stories, songs and rhymes. They 

will begin to extend their vocabulary, exploring 

the meanings and sounds of new words. 

Children will be encouraged to develop their 

focus and attention to more than one thing at a 

time. Children will understand and begin to 

answer ‘why’ questions. We will work on 

developing communication skills, using longer 

sentences of 6 or more words as well as using 

correct tenses. We will work on speaking 

confidently in a small group about our ideas, 

thoughts and feelings. Children will be able to 

express a point of view and debate when they 

disagree. Children will be talking and sharing 

information about themselves when showing 

their ‘Amazing Me’ bag.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Children will be settling into school, learning the daily routines, expectations and familiarising themselves 

with their environment. They will be encouraged to try new activities and experiences with support from 

adults and peers if needed. They will be praised for positive behaviour and as a group discuss the 

importance of class and school rules. Children will become confident to operate independently within their 

classroom and outdoor learning environments, developing their sense of responsibility and membership of 

a community. The children will be introduced to the school’s ship of values, using circle times to discuss 

what the different values mean to us. Children will also be praised for incorporating the ‘Characteristics of 

Effective Learning’ into their daily learning experiences and will be given stickers to discuss how they were 

used at school and at home. A key focus of this term is for children to develop and extend their friendships. 

They will be playing with one or more children, elaborating play ideas and becoming more outgoing with 

unfamiliar people in the safe context of their setting. Children will be using their ‘Amazing Me’ bags to 

share more information about themselves.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Expressive Arts and Design 
Children will develop their creativity through art, music 

and role-play. In art they will explore colour, colour 

mixing and use materials such as paints, chalks and 

pencils. Children will engage in collage and junk 

modelling activities applying their own creative ideas 

to construct models. In music, the children will sing 

familiar songs and rhymes as well as learning lots of 

new ones. They will experience playing a range of 

percussion instruments through independent learning 

and specific music sessions. This term children will sing 

and perform collectively during our Christmas 

celebrations. Children will engage in fun and 

stimulating role-play both in class and in the outdoor 

environment. This will create the opportunity to 

assume roles, create dialogues and use gesture and 

expression. 

Mathematics 
Children will be using a variety of mathematical 
skills during the term. We will be looking at early 
number work within 10 and comparing and 
ordering objects and sets. Children will be 
recognising, describing, copying and extending 
patterns using colour and size. We will be counting, 
recognising, estimating and ordering numbers 
within 10. As children gain a deeper understating of 
the conservation of numbers within 10, we will 
begin to explore addition and subtraction and how 
numbers can be used. We will also be looking at 
ordering, comparing and discussing capacity, 
weight and length. Children will also explore and 
describe 3D shapes and position.  
 

Understanding the World 

Children will be engaged in activities related to 

understanding change i.e. starting school. We will 

be using books to look at different aspects of 

Understanding the World. We will be using ‘Elmer’ 

and ‘It’s okay to be different’ to think about things 

that make us special. We will also use the story 

‘Once There Were Giants’ to create timelines of how 

children have grown and developed since they were 

babies. We will provide opportunities for children to 

look at different family members and the impact 

they have had in children’s lives. We will also be 

talking about different occupations people in our 

environment may have. The children will be 

engaged in activities related to seasonal change as 

we move into Autumn, making the most of our 

outdoor learning environment. Children will begin 

Forest School sessions in the front garden to learn 

safety rules and observe some of these seasonal 

changes.  

 

 

 

   

Literacy 
The children will have daily opportunities to develop their 
skills in early reading and writing. Children will begin to link 
sounds to letters and will start to explore their own phonics 
knowledge within their environment. In Phonic sessions 
children will be taught Phase 2 phonemes and graphemes. 
Children will start to sound the letters of the alphabet 
through daily phonics teaching and will begin to form 
recognisable letters by practising anti-clockwise and up-
and-down movements when mark making, using a variety 
of equipment. At this stage, reading and writing links 
heavily to Communication and Language and the formation 
of sentences. Later in the term, weekly reading books will 
be sent home to encourage a love of books and stories and 
create a link between home and school. Children will be 
learning to read and write their own name as well as simple 
CVC words e.g. cat, dog.  
 

Notices and Reminders 

Please make sure that your child’s name is on all items of clothing, including shoes. Any clothing that is unnamed 

will go straight to lost property by the main office. Named uniform is returned to children’s classes when sorted 

by volunteers. Please provide your child with water in a named bottle, enabling them to access water at any point 

during the day. Please note no juice or squash is allowed at school.  Once the children begin receiving reading 

books, books must be brought into school on book changing days or they will not be changed. You will be advised 

when this begins by the school office or class teachers. No water bottles inside book bags please!  Your child will 

need to be dressed appropriately for the weather in school as we spend just as much time learning outside as 

inside. Fruit is provided for children each day, so they do not need to bring in another snack. Please remember, 

children are not allowed to bring toys into school. 
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