
Reception            
Curriculum Letter 

Spring 2023 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome back. We hope that you had a lovely break and are ready for the new term. Our 
topic for this half term is ‘Travelling’ with a focus on the book ‘We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt’.  In the second half of the term our topic will be ‘Our Environment’ with a focus on 
the book ‘Farmer Duck’. Below and overleaf, we have outlined what we will be covering as 
part of this topic.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Physical Development 

This term we will be working towards children 
developing more fluency and control when moving. They 
will begin to combine movements with ease. Through 
day-to-day activities as well as PE sessions, children will 
develop their overall body strength, co-ordination, 
balance, and agility. We will work to develop core 
muscles so that children are able to develop a good 
posture when sitting at a table or on the floor. We will 
support children in developing their confidence within 
physical activities. They will develop ball skills to show 
more precision and accuracy when passing and 
throwing.  This term, there will be a greater emphasis on 
handwriting and supporting children with letter 
formation. They will show a good pencil grip and begin 
to make movements that are more fluid. Please look at 
the videos on Google Classroom if you would like to 
practice the letter formations at home.  
  
PE days for each class are as follows:  
RNJ - Wednesday 
REM - Tuesday 
RJO – Thursday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language 

This term we will work with children to develop 
their focus and listening skills for an extended 
period. Children will begin to develop 
questioning skills, asking appropriate questions 
in response to a discussion or linked to a topic 
to find out more. Within their play and daily 
routines, children will be encouraged to initiate 
and continue conversations linked to a topic.  
We will begin thinking about new vocabulary, 
developing children’s understanding of words. 
Through reading and stories, children will begin 
to offer more detailed explanations as to why 
things might happen. In general provision and 
through guided reading sessions, children will 
be encouraged to express their ideas and feelings 
using full sentences, as well as develop their 
ability to use past and present tense correctly 
with increasing accuracy.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

This term, we will be focussing on teaching children about the ‘Characteristics of Learning’ that we use in 
Reception. Children have already been introduced to these previously, but we will be emphasising to 
children some of the skills we want them to show during their learning. The characters include: Go for it 
Gorilla, Persevering Parrott, Exploring Elephant, Choosing Chimp, Proud Peacock, Analysing Alligator, 
Slinky Linky Snake, Reflecting Rhino and Creative Chameleon.  

As children begin to develop their independence, they will begin solving conflicts between themselves using 
known ideas or phrases e.g. using a timer to share toys. This includes finding appropriate ways to tell 
others when they don’t like things, for example saying, ‘Please stop, I don’t like that.’ Children will begin to 
think about right and wrong and their own actions towards others. We will be using the story Famer Duck, 
to look at how the characters treat each other, how we treat each other within the class and how we treat 
those in our school community. We will be thinking about being healthy and what this means: making 
healthy food choices, the importance of exercise and the importance of oral hygiene.  

Children will be introduced to Evie the school dog this term, where we will talk about looking after animals 
and caring for others.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Expressive Arts and Design 
Children will have opportunities to explore, use 
and refine a variety of artistic effect to express 
their ideas and feelings, from drawing and 
painting to collage and making models. We will 
begin to work more collaboratively to create 
pieces in groups, sharing ideas and resources. 
For some of the term, we will be having music 
sessions with Ms Rochester, where children will 
be developing their skills to listen more 
attentively, move to and talk about music. They 
will be learning a variety of songs to sing as a 
class and begin to explore some different 
instruments. Children will use developing 
language skills to express their thoughts, feelings 
and responses to different music. They will 
watch and talk about dance and performance 
art. Throughout their role-play, children will be 
encouraged to develop storylines. They may 
begin to use known stories as part of retellings 
and develop and extend these ideas further.  
 
 

Mathematics 
Within the Spring term, children will begin exploring 
numbers within 10 then 15, ensuring they have good 1:1 
correspondence and that they can say 1 more or 1 fewer 
than a given number. We will be exploring addition as 
counting on and subtraction as taking away. Children 
will explore the days of the week and explain sequences 
of daily events. Through developing number knowledge, 
we will start to look at grouping and sharing as well as 
number patterns within 15. In using numbers more 
children will begin to explore doubling and halving. As 
the term progresses we will be revisiting 2D and 3D 
shapes, knowing their names and properties. Finally 
children will be using their shape knowledge to look at 
creating and completing patterns.  

Understanding the World 
Throughout our topics we will be talking about 
the differences between materials and changes 
they notice, for example when making boats 
considering which items may float or sink. We 
will begin to explore similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them and 
contrasting environments, drawing on their 
own experiences and stories that we have read.  
Children will use descriptive language to make 
observations and have discussions about their 
environments and others they know from 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. We will look 
at how to draw simple information from maps. 
As the term progresses, we will be looking at 
plants and caring for growing things. Children 
will look at the life-cycle of a plant and animal 
beginning to understand the need to respect and 
care for all living things.  
 
 
 
 
   

Literacy 
By the end of the Spring term, children will know all 
Phase 2 and Phase 3 sounds. We will be working 
throughout the term to ensure children know most 
Phase 3 digraphs and trigraphs. Children should be 
able to blend words containing these sounds such as 
shop, goat, night.  Recognising how the digraph/ 
trigraph changes the word eg sh-o-p not s-h-o-p. We 
hear children read regularly in our reading practice 
sessions, with children reading three times per week. 
Children should be reading simple phrases and 
sentences. This includes Phase 2 and some Phase 3 
tricky words. Children’s reading should begin to 
progress as the term continues. Within reading we will 
also be focusing on comprehension skills to be able to 
talk about different parts of stories, expressing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings. Children will retell stories 
using their own words and vocabulary as well as 
beginning to use new vocabulary in the correct context.  
Within writing children will begin looking at letter 
formation and ensuring they are beginning to form 
recognisable letters. We are using print letter formation 
within Reception. Children will be encouraged to write 
simple words using the Phase 2 and 3 sounds taught, 
as well as some tricky words. Children will be 
encouraged to write simple phrases or sentences using 
phase 2 sounds and begin using phase 3.  
 

Notices and Reminders 
Please make sure that your child’s name is in all items of clothing, including shoes, hats and gloves. Any 
clothing that is unnamed will go straight to lost property by the main office. Named uniform is returned 
to children’s classes when sorted by volunteers. Please provide your child with water in a named bottle, 
enabling them to access water at any point during the day. Please note no juice or squash is allowed at 
school. Book Bags should be brought in daily. On book changing days, it may help if children have their 
books in their hands as they come into school to ensure they are changed. Please do not put water bottles 
inside book bags! We have a lot of new books and do not want them to become damaged by spilled water 
in bags. Your child will need to be dressed appropriately for the weather in school as we spend just as 
much time learning outside as inside. Fruit is provided for children each day so they do not need to bring 
in another snack. Please remember, children are not allowed to bring toys into school. 
 


