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A message from Mrs Veysey  
Dear Parents/Carers  

 

September has brought a positive and happy start to the new academic year: children again can 

make friends from different year groups, a variety of clubs are back on offer and we can all enjoy 

the wonderful sound of children singing in school once again! Being able to sing after more than a 

year of the no singing rule, has certainly uplifted the school community’s spirits.  

 

Removing certain restrictions does not mean that Health and Safety has become less of a focus 

however, we continue with Covid measures and are closely monitoring positive cases within our 

school. So far we have had very few isolated positive cases, when fortunately both staff and chil-

dren were not taken seriously ill. We will try our utmost to ensure we keep everyone safe and that 

the children’s education is not disrupted. We will continue to communicate any changes if and 

when needed.  

 

Thank you for your positive feedback on extra-curricular activities and clubs we have been able to 

offer this month. It is so good to hear children’s exciting voices rushing to various clubs after the 

bell goes at 335pm. At present we are able to facilitate our extended provision; however, the same 

as with the main schooling, this is subject to change if certain thresholds on the risk assessment are 

met.  

 

There is more good news to share with you: the trust agreed the appointment of a school librarian 

for this academic year.  Mrs Kirsten Abbott, a long-standing member of the Balgowan community, 

well-known to many of you as a former parent and an extremely dedicated volunteer-librarian, has 

secured the position of Balgowan librarian. Mrs Abbott has been very busy organising the school 

library, liaising with parent-helpers (we still need your help) and interviewing Year 6 pupils who 

applied for a junior librarian role. We are aiming for a grand reopening of the library in one week’s 

time.  

 

I am also pleased to announce that our popular Buccaneers club has a new manager: Mrs Caron 

Laban-Jeeves. After just being appointed we look forward to her beginning her work with the club.  

A big warm welcome to both Mrs Abbott and Mrs Laban-Jeeves.  

 

Education never stands still and we are constantly striving to do better for our children. This year 

we are launching a new initiative on improving metacognition. A programme called ‘Thinking 

Matters’ will support us in developing Balgowan as a thinking school. Staff, as cognitive coaches, 

will offer children a range of tools to deepen and challenge their thinking, as well as help children 

develop a range of intelligent learning behaviours that will equip them for the future.  

 

In August, with the help of the trust, we were able to launch our brand new website. I hope you will 

find it much easier to navigate than previously, and also enjoy the new features. 

 

Kind Regards  

 

Maria Veysey  

 

Congratulations!  
Many congratulations to Miss Graves 

who completed the London Marathon 

on Sunday for the British Heart Foun-

dation .  Miss Graves says, “It was a 

day I will never forget and one that 

showed me how important mental 

strength is to keep going.  Even when I 

didn’t think I could, I just took one 

step at a time—quite literally.” Well 

done, Miss Graves. and good luck 

getting down those year 6 stairs! 

Dates for the Diary 
 
8th October—Harvest Festival  

 

11th October—Yr 5 & Reception   

Virtual Reality Workshop  

 

13th October—Go Green Day  

 

12th & 14th October—Parents Evenings 

 

14th October— School Photos  

 

18th—29th  October— Half Term  

 

3rd November—Nasal Flu Spray  
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International Day 
 
Wow! What an amazing day the Balgowan children had for International 
Day this year. The costumes were fantastic, the homework that was pro-
duced was very thorough and there was such a special 'buzz' around the 
school of very happy, smiley children, proud to show off their herit-
age and diverse backgrounds. A huge well done to all children and thank 
you parents for all your support.  
Miss Graves 

Forest School News 
Year 1 
This term year 1 were exploring senses at Forest School. We used our ears for careful listening while participating in the blindfold trail. We 
constructed different instruments from glass containers, metal, plastic and wood and we listened to different tones/rhythms and melodies 
we  produced  by banging, tapping and shaking them.  

 
Reception children have enjoyed their sessions and having contact with the outdoors. They 
created spiders and spider webs. They also enjoyed digging and mixing in the mud pit. They 
showed lots of knowledge and maturity when using garden tools. Keep it up Reception. Well 
done. 
 
We had a blindfolded taste test and of course we tasted biscuits/raisins and hot chocolate 
at the end of the session. We used our sight to look for mini beasts hiding in the nooks and 
crannies of Forest School and we explored different textures when guessing what was hid-
den in the bag as well as when we where mixing different potions and soups in the mud 
kitchen.  
 
Thank you so much to all the lovely parent volunteers for their help with forest school.   
 
Please remember to send your child to school on Forest School Days in weather appropriate 
clothing  
 
Thank you 

Mrs Aga Sutcliffe—Forest School Leader 

Evie—the school dog 
Please see opposite, the 4 Ps that we have been teaching the 

children on how to be-

have around Evie , our  

school dog.  

 

Today she has been relax-

ing in 6CR whilst children 

did some English work! 
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World War 2, V” Rocket Excavation 
Last week, Year 5 had 9 live broadcasts from a field in Sev-

enoaks, Kent.  A group of archaeologists led by Shaun and 

Colin found a World War Two V2 rocket in a field. The V2 

rocket was 14 metres long and landed there in 1945. It 

came from The Netherlands and it was supposed to land in 

London. It landed five minutes after it launched! The parts 

are rusty because of iron oxide. The experts are trying to 

figure out if the rocket dipped down horizontally or skid-

ded forward than landed. 

We were able to ask questions between the broadcasts to 

find out more.  We learnt a huge amount about V2 rockets 

and how they are excavated.  By Mia and Julia 5CW 

National Fitness Day  
 
On Wednesday 22nd September, Balgowan pupils were exceptionally active and took part in National Fitness Day. We took on the 'In it for 
a minute' challenge which meant trying to complete as many active challenges as possible throughout the day, each lasting for one minute. 
There were 30 challenges to attempt including star jumps, squats, pretending to scuba dive, flapping your arms like a bird, hopscotch, sit-
ups and skipping. It was wonderful to see so many happy, active pupils getting involved - well done everyone  
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Go Green Day  
On Wednesday 13th October we will be having a 'Go Green Day'. Children will be asked to come to school wearing green clothes, and 
throughout the day we will be reminding ourselves of the best ways to be eco efficient as a school and as individuals. We will be sharing 
resources and will take part in assemblies provided by Veolia, as well as taking part in their new project of encouraging all children to be 
'Recycling Heroes'. We're really excited to follow up with more information soon! Eco Club  
 
Thank you! 

Walking Football  - Come and try! 

Walking football is becoming really popular and it’s not hard to see why. 

Most of the participants are retired so it gives them the opportunity to meet 

other people. 

“They all love football and it gives them a chance to continue playing the 

game. It’s also very competitive but frustrating.” 

“It takes a bit of getting used to as you have to play passes into feet all the 

time and it’s difficult to dribble up field. It’s a very tactical game but you cer-

tainly build a sweat up.” 

“I still miss playing football but walking football gives me a chance to pull the 

boots on again and get the buzz back.” 

“It’s the complete football experience as you have the chance to have some 

dressing room banter and feel part of a team again. 

And helps with my healthy lifestyle.” 

 

 

Qualified FA Licensed Coach 

Where:  

Balgowan Sports Field    

Westbury Road  BR3 4DD 

When: Tuesdays 10-30 / 11-30 

Cost: £0 

For more information contact Raphael Stanton 
raphaelstanton@gmail.com  07956337562 

Bikeability 
Over the last few weeks, lots of year 6 children 
have been doing Bikeability which is a fun course 
which teaches children road safety and could save 
their lives. We learnt signals right to left, how to 
tell people that you are changing what you are do-
ing, a 'Where's Wally check' (where you look be-
hind you just before you change directions to 
make sure there are speeders), U-turns and quick 
starting and stopping. It was very fun but was also 
an essential course. Now, lots of us feel confident 
enough to cycle on the roads following the train-
ing.  
Ethan 6CR 

Dyslexia Awareness Week        

4th - 10th October 2021 

  
For Dyslexia Awareness Week, The British Dyslexia Associa-
tion (BDA) have chosen the theme ‘Invisible Dyslexia’. Click 
this link for more information about this from the BDA.  

 It is estimated that 1 in 10 children have some sort of 
Dyslexia 
At Balgowan, we have been working toward better identifica-
tion of Dyslexia by using the Nessy Screening tool and have 
increased the knowledge and understanding of our teaching 
staff through training and provision of useful resources that 
can be employed in class. 
  
Mrs Lipscombe has begun taking regular groups to engage in 
the Nessy Reading and Spelling program. This can be ac-
cessed both in school and at home. The more your child 
accesses the program, the greater the impact on their pro-
gress, so if your child has been identified for a license, please 
do support your child to access this a little and often! 
  
Our next exciting venture will be to work in collaboration 
with The Bloomfield Learning Centre to pilot a catch-up pro-
gramme for some Year 5 pupils. This is anticipated for the 
new year, so if your child is in Year 5 and has Dyslexia or spe-
cific literacy difficulties, you may be hearing from us about 
this. 
Miss Andrews 
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