
   2022 

 1 

 September Newsletter 

 

A message from Mrs Veysey  
Dear Parents/Carers  

September has got off to a good start. Reception children are gradually settling in, some will need a bit more time,  but overall children  are doing 

really well. It is fascinating to observe how quickly children get used to their new routines and develop independence, for example in choosing a 

meal and a pudding at lunchtime,  and then remembering  to tidy up after themselves; when you are 4 years old, in a big hall (“ with a very tall 

ceiling” as described by one Reception child) , it is quite an experience in itself.  

On Friday 23 September, we have officially ‘opened’ our renovated KS1 playground. It took us 3 years to raise the necessary funds due to the 

pandemic slowing our progress. But it was worth the wait- now our youngest children can enjoy an attractive, easily-accessible, exciting play-

ground. On behalf of all children, a big thank you to all parents who contributed towards this big project, our dedicated PTA for driving the fund-

raising and Mrs Cosgrove, a project manager, for overseeing the whole project and for making it happen.  

I am grateful to the community for supporting the school with attendance and punctuality. To improve both is on our school development plan  

this year and is top of the agenda of the first quality assurance visit from NEST this week. Our EWO has been and I am pleased to report that so 

far this term we are on track to reach the NEST target of 96.4% (we are aiming for 97% at Balgowan). This is a quick reminder that children must 

be at school before the bell goes at 8.55am. Children arriving 

after the bell, will be asked to go through the school office and 

will be marked as late on the register.  

We have some staffing changes. As our own children grow,  

priorities change, and staff find themselves ready for a new 

challenge in their lives. Rose Fletcher, our very capable, well-

liked admin officer, is leaving Balgowan after being associated 

with the school for 16 years- first as a parent and then as a 

member of staff. Mrs Fletcher is changing her career: she will 

be joining an events company in London. All staff , children and 

I’m sure parents too, will miss her terribly: her cheerful disposi-

tion and ‘nothing is a bother’ attitude have brought a very per-

sonal touch to the school office. I am pleased to let you know 

that after a robust recruitment process, we have appointed 

Mrs Kate O’Connell to replace Mrs Fletcher. Mrs O’Connell is a 

member of  the school community already. She comes from a 

business administration background and brings a wealth of 

expertise with her. Welcome, Mrs O’Connell!  

Keiko Strachan, our Teaching Assistant, who has been working 

with individual children throughout the school, is leaving 

Balgowan to work as a translator for a private company. Mrs Strachan has been at Balgowan since 2015, first as a MDS, and then a TA. A hard-

working, diligent member of the team, she helped many children in the past 7 years.  We wish her all the best for the future.  

Ruth Bampton, a long standing, highly-skilled Teaching Assistant, will be retiring at the end of October. Ruth dedicated 15 years to Balgowan and 

feels that now is the right time to focus more on her family and herself, enjoying her well-deserved retirement. It will be sad to see her leave and 

we wish her a happy retirement.  

Mrs Veysey 

Regular Reminders: 
• Please do not park in the middle of the road to drop children off in the morning. This poses a risk for the children leaving 

the vehicle and crossing the road, as well as blocks the road for other cars. 

• Should you need to talk to staff, please speak to teachers after school or phone the school office to make a longer appoint-

ment. We are reminding parents and carers not to approach other children in the playground to discuss friendship issues 

or to attempt to sort them. Teachers and other school staff are better placed to deal with any such concerns. 
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Forest School News  
A big thank you to all helpers in keeping the Forests School plants 

watered during the scorching summer.  Thanks to you, it all looks 

well and we are having some amazing produce. Junior, our school 

chef , is using our organic, locally grown (by the kids) produce. 

  

This term Reception classes are exploring the front garden. They are  learning the Forest 

School rules and engaging in a variety of activities. Last week they created amazing pictures 

of their Families using leaves. 

Year six students are classifying and identifying a variety of living things. They created ob-

servational drawings of small animals they found in the field. They made clay models of 

those mini beasts. All pupils also explored different habitats and built some amazing homes 

for the mini beasts. 
I would like to remind you that children should be wearing appropriate clothing for the weather. So please check the weather fore-

cast before the session as we are going to the Forest School whatever the weather. Bad weather won't stop us having fun but inap-

propriate clothing can. 

 

Wishing you lots of sunny spells   Aga Sutcliffe (Forest School Leader) 
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3rd to 9th October is Dyslexia Awareness 

Week.  The British Dyslexia Association is 

celebrating this year’s awareness week 

with the theme of ‘Breaking through Barri-

ers.’  Dyslexia influences at least 1 in 10 

people and affects the way in which people 

process and learn information. 

As part of Dyslexia Awareness Week The 

British Dyslexia Association will be sharing 

the stories of some well known individuals 

to help and inspire youngsters and their parents. 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/dyslexia-awareness-week-2022-2 
Additionally, there is a webinar available on Wednesday 5th October 6.30-7.30pm which aims 
to give guidance on supporting spellings and times tables.  The following link should take you 
to the sign up page: Supporting Spellings and Times Tables 
In school we have weekly groups which employ multisensory approaches to enable children to 
demonstrate their creativity and aid them to break barriers they face with some aspects of 
literacy. 

News from the Inclusion Team… 
Does your child have additional needs? Do you require more frequent information? 
If so, please feel free to get in touch. At Balgowan we have 'Champions' 
in ASD, Communication & Language and SpLD. We share effective practice with 
each other as staff but also, we will be sharing advice to parents that we think may 
be useful. Please keep an eye out here for news/advice each month.  
 
This month we have... 
 

Lumi Nova:  
A fun therapeutic mobile game to enable your 
child to build life-long skills to self-manage 
their worries and become resilient - https://
luminova.app/. If you would like 
more information, please contact the Inclusion 
Team via the main office email.  

 
Natalie Graves, SENco 

Defibrillators at Balgowan  
We are pleased to confirm 
that following the amazing 
amount raised by the lovely 
Balgowan community, we 
now have two defibrillators 
in the school. 
A defibrillator is a potentially 
lifesaving piece of equip-
ment for someone in cardiac 
arrest and increases the 
chance of survival from 6% 
to 74% if used within the 
first 5 minutes.. 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/dyslexia-awareness-week-2022-2
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/dyslexia-awareness-week-webinar-rehash-of-times-tables-spelling-supporting-spelling-and-times-tables
https://luminova.app/
https://luminova.app/

