
Year 4 Newsletter 
Spring 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to a new term. We hope you have all had a restful and enjoyable break. We will be 
starting this term with our topic ’Earthquakes, Volcanoes and Tsunamis’. Below, we have outlined 
what we will be covering throughout the Spring Term.     

English 
 
We begin the term with poetry, playing with 
language to develop descriptive vocabulary 
and imagery. Children will explore imagery 
and how poets use language to create imag-
es in a short unit on poetry. They will also 
continue to develop their skills in editing their 
work. Following on from this, we will be look-
ing at information texts identifying key organ-
isational features, the different purposes of 
non-fiction texts, and how to select and pre-
sent information to appeal to a specific audi-
ence and fulfil a purpose. After half term, we 
will write losing tales, based on the text ‘The 
Shaman’s Apprentice’ and explore more po-
etry. 
 
Our SPAG (spelling, punctuation & gram-
mar) focus will be: fronted adverbials and 
prepositions to open sentences, conjunc-
tions and using present and past tense cor-
rectly. 

Maths 
 
We will start by looking at securing multipli-
cation facts up to 12x12.  
 
We will also learn about fractions, using our 
knowledge of these to solve problems. We 
will learn about fraction families and adding 
and subtracting fractions totalling more than 
1.  
 
We will be looking at time. This will involve 
solving problems where we have to convert 

units of measure using an-
alogue clocks and digital 
12 and 24 hour clocks.  
 
During the second half of 
the spring term, we will be 
learning about decimals. 
We will be comparing num-

bers with one decimal place and rounding 
numbers with one decimal place to the near-
est whole number. Children will then move 
on to finding number bonds for numbers with 
one decimal place and multiplying decimals 
by 10 and 100.  
 
We will also be learning about area and pe-
rimeter, learning to calculate the area of rec-
tangles in metres and centimetres and draw-
ing rectangles with differing perimeters. 
When calculating area, we will be comparing 
rectangles to find out which one has the 
greater area.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Science 
 
Sound:   
 
The children will learn about how the human 
ear works and how sound is made and trav-
els. They will conduct investigations into how 
to adjust pitch and volume. 
 
 

Electricity: 
 
We will look at electrical circuits and identify 
common conductors and insulators, as well 
as appliances that run on electricity. 
 
 



Computing 

We will begin with our topic ‘We are 
Musicians’, using a music or sound 
editing programme to help children un-
derstand how to create music.  
 
After half term our topic will be ‘We are 
Toy Designers’. We will be doing some 
programming to make an interactive 
toy. 

 
We will also investigate issues involv-
ing e-safety and the sharing of infor-

mation on the internet. 

 Music  
We will learn who The Beat-
les were and give musical 

reasons for liking or disliking 
a song. We will learn to sing 

the song Blackbird.  
 
 

Art & DT 

 
In Art we will begin by exploring artists working with 
the genre of still life, both contemporary and more 
traditional. We will create our own still life inspired art 
work.  
 
After half term our DT will link to science, where we 
will be constructing simple electrical circuits using 
bulbs, switches and buzzers. 

PSHE 

‘Keeping myself safe’ - Identifying images that are safe/
unsafe to share online, defining dangers, risks and haz-
ards, safety rules for medicine use and risks and effects 
of smoking and alcohol.  

‘Rights & responsibilities’ - Learning includes exploring 
the responsibilities in our community and the reason we 
have rules. 

French 
 

During the spring term, our topics will be clothes and 
family.  
Children will learn the vocabulary for a variety of clothes, describe 
what they and other people are wearing and say what they would 
wear in different weather. Additionally, they will be able to say the 
age of family members and say the nouns in French for members of 
their family.  
 

Homework: 
• Weekly spellings and a maths task will continue to be set on Google Classroom each 

Thursday. Maths homework is due on a Monday. If you have a question about the home-
work, please ask a teacher directly, as we are not immediately notified of messages on 
Google Classroom. Weekly spelling and times table tests will continue, usually on a Thurs-
day.  

 
Notices: 
• Please remember that full PE kits must be in school on PE days. Trainers must be worn for 

PE lessons. 
• Please ensure that coats are brought into school every day.  
• Children can bring their own piece of fruit or vegetable into school. This can be taken out 

onto the playground and eaten during morning playtime. 
• Children are encouraged to drink water throughout the school day. Please make sure your 

child brings a clearly labelled bottle to school. 
• Please continue to encourage your child to do daily reading and times table practise at 

home using TTRS and U R Brainy MTC. 
 
Thank you, 
Year 4 Teachers 

 PE 
Gym will be gymnastics with a 
focus on rolls, jumps and leaps, 
linking movements and perform-
ing. Our outdoor PE topics will 
be korfball and tennis. In addi-
tion, children will develop their 
swimming skills. 

RE   

We will be looking at how different religious 
texts teach right and wrong and how believers 
follow these texts. We will better understand 

the relationship between some of the religions 
and give reasons for the comparisons be-

tween some values, beliefs and teachings. We 
will also look at how texts have been interpret-

ed differently. 


