
Reception            
Curriculum Letter 

Summer 2022 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome back. We hope that you had a lovely Easter bread and are ready for the new term. 
Our topic for this half term is ‘Exploring the World’ with a focus on the book ‘Dear Zoo.  
In the second half of the term, our topic will be ‘Dinosaurs’ where we will be using the key 
text ‘The Little Green Dinosaur’ Below and overleaf, we have outlined what we will be 
covering as part of this topic.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Physical Development 

This term children will be developing skills to 
negotiate space and obstacles safely with 
consideration for themselves and others. We will 
be moving in various ways and developing 
overall body strength, balance and co-
ordination. To develop some of these skills, 
children will be learning some dances that will 
be shared at the end of year picnic. We will 
continue to look at a range of ball skills where 
children will develop confidence and accuracy 
when throwing, catching, passing and aiming.    
With their fine motor skills, we will be 
encouraging children to use a tripod grip when 
holding tools and writing implements. Children 
will show more accuracy when using small tools 
to complete tasks and challenges, such as 
creating Henri Rousseau pictures. Cutting and 
sticking different shapes together to create 
dinosaurs.  
PE days for each class are as follows:  
RJO- Wednesday 
RJB- Tuesday 
RCS Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language 

This term children will be learning about 
different animals and their habitats. They will 
need to listen attentively responding to 
questions and commenting on different 
environments. Children will be able to use new 
vocabulary to compare different environments 
and dinosaurs. They will be able to hold back 
and forth conversations when engaged in 
activities with their peers and adults.  
Children will begin to offer their own ideas 
and opinions, especially when reading, to talk 
about different texts.  
When learning about different environments 
and dinosaurs children will offer explanations 
about why animals may live in some places 
and not others. They will talk about the 
differences in dinosaurs and why they may 
not all be the same whilst using new 
vocabulary.  
Children will be encouraged to express their 
ideas and feeling using full sentences, 
including the use of past, present and future 
tenses.        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
During this term, we will be expecting children to show an understanding of their own feelings 
and be able to explain why they may be feeling a certain way. We expect them to be able to 
regulate their behaviour according to different situations, for example when sitting on the carpet 
they can show good listening and are generally quieter. Whereas in group situations they may use 
slightly louder voices and be taking turns to share ideas.  

Within lessons, we will begin to think about setting and working towards different goals. This will 
include looking at our transition to Year 1 and what children may want to improve before the end 
of the year and what they may want to achieve whilst in Year 1. A lot of the second half of the 
Summer Term will be supporting children and preparing them for their move into Year 1. Please 
note that you will receive more information about how we support children with transition later in 
the year.  

     

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

Expressive Arts and Design 
As we move into the final term, children will be 
safely using and exploring a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques. Children will be encouraged to 
share their creations, explaining the process they 
have used. Within their story telling and role-play, 
children will use props and materials to support them 
in becoming a character. Children will be encouraged 
to invent, adapt and recount narratives with their 
peers and adults.  
Children will continue to learn and sing a range of 
nursery rhymes and songs. At the end of the year, we 
will hold a celebration picnic where children will be 
able to perform some of the songs and dances they 
have learnt.   
Children will be looking at the artist Henri Rousseau 
to create jungle pictures when learning about 
different habitats. When we move onto dinosaurs, 
children will be creating their own dinosaurs using 
different artistic skills.   
 

 

Mathematics 
In Mathematics this term, children will be securing 
addition and subtraction facts, knowing number bonds 
to 5 and 10. Children will be looking at comparing two 
amounts. As we move into the Summer term, children 
will use the knowledge of numbers to 10 to support 
them in working with numbers to 20. They will 
compare numbers, represent them in different ways, 
look at 1 more and 1 fewer, begin grouping, sharing 
and noticing number patterns, such as counting in 2’s, 
5’s and 10’s. Children will also be given opportunities 
to explore numbers beyond 20. Towards the end of the 
term, we will be exploring money, recognising 
different coins and thinking about their value. We will 
also revisit measure, comparing capacity, volume, 
weight and length.   
 

Understanding the World 
Within the final term, children will be given 
opportunities to explain similarities and 
differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on 
information they have gained in stories and 
non-fiction texts. They will continue to 
explore the natural world around them 
making observations and drawing pictures 
of animals and plants. 
In the second half of the term, we will begin 
to think about the transition from Reception 
to Year 1 through a number of activities. 
Children will talk about similarities and 
differences between things in the past and 
now, drawing on their own experiences and 
those of stories they have read. Children will 
think about how much they have grown in 
Reception.   
 

 

 

 

- This topic will also support transition to Year 1.  

 
 
 
 
   

Literacy 
Within this term, we will be working with children to 
ensure they are confident in knowing all Phase 2 and 
Phase 3 sounds. We will begin looking at Phase 4 
consonant blends, reading them within words for example 
‘st in storm’. Children will be more confident in their 
reading of simple sentences, having moved onto yellow 
books. Within their reading Children will be showing an 
understanding of what has been read by answering a 
range of questions, retelling stories and narratives using 
their own words and anticipating what will come next. 
When children make predictions, we will be talking about 
sensible predictions based on our knowledge of what has 
already been read.  
In writing children will be writing recognisable words, 
they will begin thinking about when to use lower and 
upper case letters. Children will be spelling words based 
on their phonic knowledge, using some Phase 4 blends 
correctly. We will look at writing all Phase 3 tricky words 
and some Phase 4. Children will be encouraged to use 
these within their work. As we write sentences we will be 
discussing what full stops are and when they are used, 
encouraging children to show an awareness of this within 
their own work. Throughout this term, one of the main 
aspects we will be supporting children with is developing 
their independence within writing ready for Year 1.  
 

Notices and Reminders 
Please make sure that your child’s name is in all items of clothing, including shoes. Any clothing 
that is unnamed will go straight to lost property by the main office. Named uniform is returned 
to children’s classes when sorted by volunteers. As the weather becomes hotter, please ensure 
your child has water in a named bottle, enabling them to access water at any point during the 
day. Please note no juice or squash is allowed at school. Book bags need to be brought in on book 
changing days. It may help if children have their books in their hands as they come into school 
to ensure they are changed. Please do not put water bottles inside book bags! We have a lot of 
new books and do not want them to become damaged by spilled water in bags. Your child will 
need to be dressed appropriately for the weather in school as we spend just as much time 
learning outside as inside. Fruit is provided for children each day so they do not need to bring in 
another snack. Please remember, children are not allowed to bring toys into school. 
 


