
Year 2 Curriculum Letter 
Autumn 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 Welcome to Year 2! We hope you have had an enjoyable summer holiday and 
a well deserved break! Our topic for this term is ‘What is it like in Mexico?’ We will 
be incorporating areas of Maths, English, Geography, Science, Art and D&T into 
this topic through a variety of creative tasks and activities. Towards the end of the 
tem we will explore Festivals of light and the significance of Light in relation to 
Christmas.  Below and overleaf we have outlined what we will be covering as part 
of these topics.    

English 
The main texts studied will include sto-
ries and poems with familiar settings, as 

well as non-fiction texts, all based 
around Mexico. We will also be learning 

how to write clear, concise instructions. 

Children will write stories and poems 
with structured sequences. Handwriting 

practice will include the use of lined pa-
per and basic letter joins. Punctuation, 

especially capital letters and full stops 
will be used with increasing accuracy in 

all written work. 
Model texts will include: The Jaguar and 

the Hare, The Snow Queen, information 
texts & instructions.  

 

 

 

Maths 
During Maths this term the children will con-
solidate their knowledge of place value and 
the value of tens and units through a range of 
practical activities. They will learn to partition 

numbers and recognise how the same number 
can be represented in different ways. 
Children will continue to practise adding and 
subtracting numbers (within 100) using a 
range of strategies and they will then apply 
these skills to solving word problems. They will 

be encouraged to develop flexible approaches 
to problem solving, to explain their thoughts 
and ideas and to give reasons for their an-
swers. 

Geography 
Pupils will recognise differences and make 

comparisons between Mexico and England. 
They will develop their map reading skills 
and produce their own simple maps with 
symbols. 
They will research Mexico using books, the 
internet, photographs and people to obtain 

further geographical and historical infor-
mation.    

PE 

During indoor PE children will learn to roll in 

different ways including introducing the skill of 
a crouched forward roll. Children will develop 
body tension, control and balance as well as 
moving with greater agility and coordination. 
In outdoor PE, the children will learn the im-

portance of challenging themselves and listen-

ing to instructions. They will improve their bal-

ance and coordination through games and 

competitive activities.  Science 
Pupils will learn about the properties of ma-

terials and their uses in order to select ap-
propriate materials for different purposes. 
They will carry out related investigations. 



 
 

Computing 
The children will learn the importance 

of e-safety when using the internet 
and sending emails (this will be 
through a controlled system).  
Computing lessons will then include 

the use of cameras.  Children will 

learn about a camera, what makes a 

good picture and they will take pho-

Music 
We will be learning to play simple notes and 
songs on a glockenspiel. In the second half term, 
our programme is called ‘Pitch and Solfa’. We will 
be learning to recognise so, me and la in songs as 
well as to play and compose with them. We will 
also look at Mexican music and learn a Mexican 
singing game.  

 

Art/DT 
We will explore the basic elements 

of texture through tex-
tiles/weaving with the 
children making their 
own God’s Eye.  
For DT we will be learn-
ing about sliders and levers as well 

as creating our own Christmas 
cards using slider and lever mecha-
nisms.  

RE 
We will be learning about Christianity 
and answering the following key 
questions: What is the holy book that 
Christians follow? What are some of 

the stories that Jesus told? What do 
the stories mean? How do the beliefs 
and practices affect the daily lives of 
many Christians? 
Celebrations will include 
Harvest Festival and 

Christmas.  

Homework and Spellings 
Maths Homework will be set every Thursday and must be completed and handed in via Google 
classroom the following Monday. Spellings will be set every Thursday and expected to be learnt/
completed by Wednesday the following week when children will be tested by writing dictated sen-
tences using some of their spellings.  Dictation books do not go home to parents but we are hap-
py to discuss your child's results if required. Two reading books will be sent home every Monday 
and changed the following Monday.  

Notices and Reminders 
 PE Kit: PE kits must include trainers and meet the school PE uniform policy. 
 2JJ - Monday outdoor PE, Thursday indoor PE 
 2AS - Thursday outdoor PE, Monday  indoor PE 
 2CP - Wednesday outdoor PE, Monday indoor PE  
 Staff availability: Teachers will be in the playground from 8.45am before school and un-

til 3.40pm after school. 
 

Please ensure children are reading every night and that spellings and times tables 
(x2, x5, x10) are practised regularly. 

Please note that in year 2 the children are expected to take any letters, etc from their 
own book bags and hand them in. Teachers or TAs will not always be checking bags. 
 
 
 


