
 Year 5 Curriculum Letter 

 Autumn  2021 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 Welcome to Year 5! We hope you have had an enjoyable summer holiday and 

a well deserved break! Our first topic this year asks ‘What can we find outside 

Earth’s atmosphere?’ We will be incorporating areas of Maths, English and Sci-

ence into this topic through a variety of creative tasks and activities. 

 Our next topic is ‘What is life like in Australia?’, where we will also be in-

corporating a range of subjects through a variety of creative tasks and activities. 

English 
 
We will look closely at ‘The Lost Thing’ by 

Shaun Tan which links to our Science unit on 

Earth and  our solar system.  First we study 

‘Varjak Paw’ by S F Said.   We will then study 

the features of non-fiction texts and write non 

chronological reports. 

Together we will also 

read Varjak Paw  

as a class, continuing 

to develop our read-

ing skills. 

Maths 
 

This term we will be studying the following 

‘Umbrella Objectives’ and topics: 
 

Number and Place Value To read, write, 

order and compare numbers to 1,000,000. 

Addition and Subtraction Explore cal-

culation strategies for large number prob-

lems, reasoning towards appropriate opera-

tions and methods. 

Line graphs and timetables Read and 

interpret information presented in tables 

and line graphs and solve comparison, sum 

and difference questions. 

Multiplication and division Solve prob-

lems using known facts, knowledge of fac-

tors, primes, squares and cubes and combi-

nations of operations. 

Perimeter and area Calculate and com-

pare the perimeter and area; estimate areas 

of non-rectilinear shapes.  

 
 

Science 
 

Our science topic this half term is ‘To Infini-

ty And Beyond’ and has a space theme. The 

visit of the Astrodome towards the end of our 

topic will give an in-depth interactive experi-

ence of our solar system and beyond.  

Our science topic next half term is ‘Forces 

and Mechanical Devices’ . Children will be 

studying the scientific 

ideas of forces, friction 

and gravity.   
 
 

https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-5/units/unit-3-line-graphs-and-timetables-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-5/units/unit-4-multiplication-and-division-15-lessons-1
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-5/units/unit-5-perimeter-and-area-5-lessons
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI2g8_nF2McCFapq2wodR6cHbg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjadensadventures.wikia.com%2Fwiki%2FBuzz_Lightyear&psig=AFQjCNG_tvYdYDrci08DpK8GHxOASh6Deg&ust=1441290038886169


ICT 
We will be learning about e-safety 

and then creating a 

game using Scratch. 

After that, we will be 

using Inkscape to cre-

ate geometric pieces 

of art. 

Music 
We will be 

learning the steel 

pans. In class, we 

will be learning 

about different notes and how to read 

them. 

PE 
We will be covering   

gymnastics in gym, and 

invasion team games 

such as tag rugby in outdoor P.E. 
 

We will work on a variety of warm 

up games to continue to develop 

team skills. Design Technology 
We will be learning to 

make bread this term.  

We will be researching 

and tasting different types 

and then following a recipe 

to make our own. 

French 
To begin with, we will 

learn how to say the 

date in French, as well 

as learn the months of the year.  

After that, we will learn how to 

describe different homes. 

Art 
We will be using our space and Aus-

tralia topics to inspire a range of art-

work using different media.  

RE 
We will be studying  

pilgrimages in dif-

ferent faiths, and 

celebrating Har-

vest and Christ-

mas.  

Home Learning and Spellings 

Maths home learning will be set on a Thursday and needs to be returned on Monday.  A spelling list will be 

given out on a Thursday and a test will be given the following Thursday.  Where appropriate, parental guid-

ance will be given as to how you can support your child. 

Additional home learning will be set across the half term. 

 

Notices and Reminders 

 PE Kit: PE kits must be worn to school on PE days.  These kits must include trainers and meet the 

school PE uniform policy. You may want to send your child in with  an old t-shirt or top to be worn 

over school clothes when doing art and craft activities as PE bags are not currently in school.   

 Water: Especially as Year 5 have no afternoon playtime, it is highly important to have a drinks bottle in 

school every day to be filled up at lunchtime ready for the afternoon. 

 Pencil Cases: May be brought into school, but are the child’s responsibility and must fit in their tray. 

Handwriting pens should be blue ink, with a felt-based nib rather than ballpoint or fountain. High  

         standards of handwriting are expected and pen licences can be revoked! 
 Dismissal: should your child already, or begin to walk home from school independently, please let your 

class teacher know by letter on what days this will happen, so that staff can dismiss your child according-

ly.  

 Reading: Please ensure children are reading every night. 

 Staff availability: Teachers will be in the playground from 8.45am before school and until 3.45pm after 

school. 

 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to talk to one of the Year 5 team. We are looking forward to a 

productive year together, where children become more independent and help themselves to develop their 

learning further! 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIrdgZzY1scCFWGC2wodZnIMrQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarquetteeducator.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F12%2F07%2Fusing-technology-for-flex-grouping%2Fcomputerclipart%2F&ps
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