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Dear Parents/Carers, 
We have had a very enjoyable and busy first term in Year 5 and are looking forward to 
more fun and engaging learning in the New Year.   
Our next topic is ‘World War II’. This is an extremely wide-ranging and cross-
curricular topic which will cover the length of the Spring Term. We will be incorporating 
a range of subjects into this topic through a variety of creative tasks and activities. 
Below and overleaf we have outlined what we will be covering as part of this topic.    

English 
 
We will study the narrative poem 
‘The Lady Of Shallot’ and will be 
using this to develop vocabulary.  
We will then go on to look at dif-
ferent ways of opening stories us-
ing a tale called The Clocktower to 
help us.  We will focus on wishing 
stories in particular. In addition, 
we will be reading The Lion and The Unicorn for 
our reading lessons and learning about evacuees 
through this. 
We will be using our World War Two topic to write 
about different events during the war.  

Maths 
 
This term we will be study-
ing the following ‘Umbrella 
Objectives’ and topics: 
 
Fractions 
•Read, write, order and compare decimals  
•Round decimals to the nearest whole number  
•Represent, identify, name, write, order and 
compare fractions (including improper and 
mixed numbers)  
•Calculate fractions of amounts  
 
Angles 
•Classify, compare and order angles  
•Measure and draw angles with a protractor  
•Understand and use angle facts to calculate 
missing angles 
 
Fractions and percentages 
•Add and subtract fractions with denominators 
that are multiples of the same number  
•Multiply fractions (and mixed numbers) by a 
whole number  
•Explore percentage, decimal, fractions equiv-
alence   
 
Transformations 
•Coordinates in all four quadrants  
•Translation and reflection  
•Calculate intervals across zero as a context 
for negative numbers  
 

History–  

World War II 

 
The focus for this term will be on pre-
war life in Britain, key events of World War II, and 
issues surrounding evacuation, reflecting on why 
Beckenham suffered so badly in the Blitz. Children 
will use a variety of historical sources and evalu-
ate their reliability.  We will use our trip to Splatter-
make to find out more about the effect of war on 
children. 

Science 
At first, we will be continuing with our work on 
forces.  Afterwards, we will be learning about 
‘Properties and Changes of Materials’. Children 
will compare and group materials, investigate dif-
ferent ways of mixing materials together, and in-
vestigate the difference between 
reversible and irreversible 
changes.  
 



 
 

ICT 
We will be learning 
about vector drawing 
in Computing this 
term.  We will be us-
ing different drawing 
tools to create images, layer ob-
jects, begin to group and replicate 
them. 

Music 
We will be  
learning the steel 
pans. Over the 
term, Miss Roch-

ester will take the class for lessons. 

 

PE 
In indoor PE lessons, we will be start-
ing with a dance unit, based on dance 
styles through the ages.  This will be 
followed by floor work.  Our outdoor 
PE will be netball, followed by hock-
ey. 

Design Technology 
The unit that we will be focussing on this term will 
be based on bridge structures.  We will explore a 
number of different types of 
bridge structure and then de-
sign our own.  We will be look-
ing at what makes a strong de-
sign. 

French 
During the Spring Term, Year 5 
will be learning about animals and 
pets in French. Within this topic, 
they will learn how to say longer 
sentences using the words ‘mais’ 
and ‘et.’   The second unit will be 
based on habitats.  They will be 
able to say why animals are suited 
to particular habitats.   

Art 
Our new focus area will be painting.  
We will be recalling our learning on 
colour mixing and then mixing Earth 
colours.  We will be linking our art work to our History 
topic, for example by studying the pictures of William 
Ware. 

RE 
Our new theme will 
be based on the 
question ‘Is commit-
ment the same as 
sacrifice?’  We will 
be learning about 
the festivals of Rosh Hashonah 
and Amrit. 

 
Notices and Reminders 
 PE Kit: Both indoor and outdoor PE kit must be worn on the days that each class has lessons.  

PE kits must include trainers and meet the school PE uniform policy. In the colder weather, it is advised 
for children to have tracksuit tops and bottoms. It is also suggested that children keep an old t-shirt or top 
in  their bag, to be worn over school clothes when doing art and craft activities.  

 Water: Especially as Year 5 have no afternoon playtime when following their usual timetable, it is 
highly important to have a drinks bottle in school every day to be filled up at lunchtime ready for the after-
noon. 

 Pencil Cases: May be brought into school, but are the child ’s responsibility and must fit in their tray. 
Handwriting pens should be blue ink, with a felt-based nib rather than ballpoint or fountain. High  

         standards of handwriting are expected and pen licences can be revoked! 
 Dismissal: Should your child walk home from school independently, please let your class teacher 

know by letter (preferably) on what days this will happen, so that staff can dismiss your child accordingly.  
 Reading: Please ensure children are reading every night. 
 Staff availability: Teachers will be in the playground from 8.45am before school and until 3.45pm 

after school. We value direct parent communication about issues concerning the school day (e.g. miss-
ing uniform, incomplete homework, illness or injury), in person or by phone call / written note, rather than  

         passing verbal messages to teachers via children. 
 
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to talk to one of the Year 5 team. We are looking forward to a 
fabulous Spring Term! 
 
Miss Willis, Mrs Ling and Ms Steinegger 
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